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Com Laude Group is widely regarded as the most trusted provider of domain and registry
management services to IP professionals in the world.

Through our corporate domain name registrar Com Laude we are responsible for managing
commerce critical domain names for leading brand owners, law firms and trade mark
attorneys worldwide.

We employ a team of experienced IP and domain name experts who have established a
reputation for delivering a responsive, reliable service as well as strategic advice of the
highest standard utilising the latest automation.

The world’s most exciting brands choose Com Laude on the strength and security of our
infrastructure, the quality of our support and proven yet flexible processes, which are
recognised through multiple I1SO certifications.

Com Laude Group is headquartered in London with offices in the south of England, Valencia
in Spain, Seattle and Washington DC in the USA and Tokyo in Japan. This spread across the
globe enables us to provide our clients with 24/7 support and advice.

Valideus is a consultancy within Com Laude Group dedicated to supporting dot brand and
“Restricted Open”registry operators. Valideus provides consultancy, application support and
Front End Registry Management (FERM) to brand and IP professionals applicants engaged in
the ICANN new gTLD programme.

We managed over 120 applications during the first round of the ICANN new gTLD
programme, assisting some of the best-known brands in the world to evaluate the
opportunity and to create and execute effective implementation plans. We protect their
interests in the ICANN environment and ensure they are compliant with their ICANN
contracts. Members of our team such as our SVP for North America, Jeff Neuman, or our Head
of Legal Policy, Susan Payne, are regarded as Thought-Leaders in the ICANN community,
helping to shape policy and drive implementation to the benefit of our clients.

Of the first round applications with a 100% pass mark from ICANN 97% were managed by
Valideus. No other organisation has a success rate comparable to this. We submitted 6% of all
applications, 15% of those coming from brands.

We are also the leading provider of domain validation services, helping Community,
Geographic and Open registries to “get the right domains into the right hands”. Our
experience in processing nearly 500,000 validations has given us a clear sense of the value of
operating a launch phase that includes the verification of registrant details.

Underpinning the work of our multi-lingual experts is a deep understanding of the technical
requirements for domain name portfolio and registry management. We have significant
automated resources and a talented development team who prioritise security, stability and
risk minimisation.

In Com Laude Group we offer an integrated set of solutions ideal for the IP or brand
professional seeking to protect or promote their rights in the domain name system.

We are proud of our reputation and our portfolio of outstanding clients.

For further information, please contact one of the leaders of Com Laude Group
Nick Wood, Managing Director: nick.wood@comlaude.com

Lorna Gradden, Operations Director: lorna.gradden@comlaude.com

Glenn Hayward, Executive Director: glenn.hayward@comlaude.com

Jeff Neuman, SVP North America: jeff.neuman@comlaude.com

January 2018



H Welcome to the 5th edition of our Domain Gazetteer.
Introduction
The purpose of our Gazetteer is to help brand owners and IP professionals navigate the
ever-changing world of domains. We have profiled every live registry in the world,
summarising their formalities and providing an overview of their policies.

Following requests from our clients including IP and internet governance experts we have
also included three articles on matters which will shape domain name practice and policy
in 2018.

First we have an essay by Dr Heather Forrest on the future of geographic domain names. She
reflects on the infamous .amazon case and its lasting impact for governments and the owners
of brands which coincidentally match geographic names.

We also have an article on the future of the UDRP. 2018 is the year when the ICANN
community will start a review of the UDRP, the only proven cross-jurisdictional, cost-effective
mechanism for tackling abusive domain name registration. We consider the claims of those
who want what they characterise as a fairer process for registrants and those who want a
stronger UDRP for rights owners.

Finally we have reprised our Guide to Best Practice in Domain Management which we first
drafted in 2016. This is a comprehensive and practical guide that we hope will assist anyone
charged with managing a domain name portfolio.

Today there are more than 330 million registered domains spread across ca. 1,230 legacy and
new gTLD registries and 400 country code registries. The domain name system in total in
2017 grew by nearly 7 million domains. Even as domain entrepreneurs began to offload the
speculative new gTLD registrations they ambitiously registered, the owners of dot brand
registries finally began to use their new assets.

From the coast to coast advertising campaign in the USA Amazon ran under .aws to L'Oreal’s
welove.makeup promotion via the .gucci customer care site or HSBC's URL shortener, the
early adopters of dot brand registries are making an impact. Ownership of a new gTLD dot
brand registry is a platform for innovation, a secure gated environment reflecting corporate
values and protecting IP.

Most important of all, internet users trust dot brand domains as signposts to authentic goods
and services.

We hope that you find this Gazetteer of use and invite you to contact us with any questions
about the world of domains and the services we provide.

Nick Wood

Managing Director
Com Laude & Valideus
London, January 2018
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How to
Use this
Gazetteer
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The Gazetteer is divided into two parts.

1. gTLD Registries
We profile 19 legacy TLDs; the 1,217 new TLDs which were delegated as of 30 November
2017; and the remaining 57 new gTLD applications still in progress (covering 25 unique
TLDs) detailing:

The string applied for, with a translation of any IDN string and note if the domain is
not delegated or is a legacy gTLD

Who the Registry Operator is (i.e. the owner of the TLD) or, in the case of new TLDs
that have not been delegated, we list who the registry applicants are

Whether the registry is open/unrestricted, subject to some restrictions or closed/fully
restricted (for example Single Entity brand registries)

The mission and purpose of the TLD (adapted from the information drafted by the
Registry Operator either as part of its application or from its website)

The URL of the registry

The URL of the Whois of the registry so you can check to see the ownership of

any domain

Notes on any registry requirements which we thought you might be interested in,
such as the verification criteria for .archi

2. ccTLD Registries
We profile over 400 domain extensions for 238 countries around the world, detailing:

The typical SLDs for businesses

Any restrictions placed on registering domains in the territory
A link to the Whois

Whether the domain is ASCII or IDN

Any special requirements or notes

An address for the registry

An address for registration rules



.amazon | The end of the Geographic Names myth and the

future of geographic domain names
- Dr Heather Forrest

¢ ‘The great enemy of truth is very often not the lie - deliberate,
contrived and dishonest - but the myth-persistent, persuasive

and unrealistic. 9 9
- John F. Kennedy, Commencement address at Yale University, 11 June 1962

One of the most persistent, persuasive, and unrealistic myths of the Domain Name System
is the notion that governments own - and therefore have the authority to control -
geographic names. This is a myth that has influenced top-level DNS expansion since 2001,
and has become embedded in ICANN policy and the Applicant Guidebook framework of
rules for 2012 new gTLD applications even as a mere untested assumption. 2017 marks the
year in which this assumption was conclusively tested and revealed to be a myth. In this
article we consider the impact that this has had already on ICANN policy-making and the
initiatives that will shape its likely future impact.

Why was .amazon challenged, and why should future gTLD applicants care?

A surprising proportion of brands are vulnerable to the challenge raised against the .amazon
application. Databases and search engines are enabling web users to search for a name’s
geographical associations, with the result that even longstanding brands with absolutely no
intended geographical connection or inspiration are being revealed to correspond to a
faraway and perhaps entirely unheard of place on a map. Nor is it the case that only brands
are vulnerable. Consider here the applicants of .bar, who considered it necessary to negotiate
with the governments of the Republic of Montenegro, the Principality of Bap, and the City of
Bap (both pronounced bar, population roughly 40,000), and the applicants of .spa, challenged
by the government of Belgium on behalf of the city of Spa, Belgium (population roughly
11,000). In neither locality is English an official language; in Cyrillic script as used in
Montenegro, ‘bar’is represented as ‘bap"

These examples (but a few of many) serve to show that the decision of 11 July 2017 of the
Independent Review Panel of the International Centre for Dispute Resolution in respect of the
.amazon application has an impact not simply on a select few future gTLD applicants, but all
future applicants.

Specifically, the Independent Review Panel determined that ‘the legal claim of (government
control over geographic names) is without merit.... There appear to be no inherent
governmental rights to geographic terms!’ These words are a direct and deliberate response
to the claims made by the governments of Brazil and Peru to ‘rights of countries to intervene
in claims that include words that represent a geographical location of their own'’

The Independent Review Panel’s decision is thus not simply a ruling on the unlawful
treatment of the .amazon application, but a conclusive rule upon which future ICANN
decision-making can and should be based.

Aligning ICANN rules and decisions with legal norms has benefits that extend far beyond

Amazon's plans to add innovation to the DNS through a new, branded top-level domain; the

stability and certainty that the Independent Review Panel’s determination brings to ICANN

decision-making benefits all future new gTLD applicants, and indeed all internet users.

Whether or not one believes that the current state of the law as regards geographic names (or

any other legal norm affecting ICANN’s mission and management of the DNS) is proper or

just, neither ICANN, nor any of its constituent parts, has the authority to make new law; this

must be done through the accepted channels of international and domestic law-making
EX C-95, at 2. Further, . o . .

“the legal objection of bodies. ICANN as a global organization guided by principles of transparency and

Brazil and Peru lacked accountability has committed to complying with laws made in those environments through
merit” (at 41). its Bylaws and Articles of Incorporation. It is not open to ICANN, or any part or group of the

T IRP at 44, quoting
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ICANN community, to decline to comply with applicable law; doing so would compromise
ICANN's legitimacy and authority as the body responsible for the DNS, an outcome that all
stakeholders and constituents should be doing all they can to avoid.

Basing the rules of the Domain Name System on unproved or disproved myths of
entitlement or rights is inherently problematic. One need only consider the prejudicial short-
and long-term impacts on Amazon as its new gTLD application languishes for more than five
years while other global technology brands have already made their mark on the new and
expanded DNS. Five years is an eternity in internet time: consider that the iPhone progressed
from version 1 to version 4 and 4S in a mere five years, that in the first five years of its
commercial availability .com grew to more than 32 million registrations, and that in the mere
five year period between 2012 and 2017, the Domain Name System quintupled in size from
roughly 330 top-level domains to today’s more than 1500. Time lost can simply never be
recovered. The internet - how we change it, how it changes us - progresses. This was
certainly the strongest case for applying in 2012 that swayed more than 1,300 applicants:

be a first-mover, or get left behind. The sidelines of technology’s timeline are littered with
forgotten brands and products and businesses that failed to create and seize new
opportunities.

All the more troubling for Amazon is that the position it now finds itself in, five years behind
the DNS's latest evolution, is not the result of having failed to see or seize the opportunity of
contributing to the DNS’s evolution. Not only did Amazon choose to participate in the 2012
New gTLD Program, it put forward a gold standard application that promised innovation and
creativity within the spirit and rules of the process. Amazon followed the rules, and then the
rules changed, but only for Amazon and a handful of other applications whose strings
happen to match or approximate a place on a map.

If the Independent Review Panel’s decision of 11 July 2017 is only about .amazon, then we -
ICANN, the internet, the world - have all lost five irretrievable years.

What impact should the .amazon application have on the next generation of
gTLD applications?

The Independent Review Panel’s decision provides the ICANN community - ICANN Board,
policy makers, governments - to course correct, and while doing so, improve certainty,
transparency and accountability in Domain Name System expansion. Critically, this is an
opportunity to work together to develop policy not based on assumptions, but on clear
conclusions. For the ICANN Board, this is an opportunity to mature in understanding Board
members’individual fiduciary obligations and the need for independent decision-making.
For governments, this is an opportunity to develop clear understandings and agreement on
what constitutes public policy, and how best to invoke this to support the internet’s future
development. For policy-makers, this is a not-to-be-missed opportunity to develop clear,
consistent and equitable rules on the use of geographic domain names.

It bears noting that all of this takes place in a model of ICANN governance that is
dramatically different from that which existed during the New gTLD Program policy
development and implementation of 2006-2012. Developing new policy today on
geographic domain names is an in vivo test of ICANN's functionality as an independent
entity following the September 2016 end of its contractual responsibility to the United
States government. Oversight is no longer the responsibility of a single government, but
now the responsibility of the ICANN community itself operating through the Empowered
Community mechanism. As-yet untested accountability mechanisms stand ready to ensure
that ICANN carries out the mandate ascribed to it under the Bylaws and Articles of
Incorporation.

Policy-making efforts can also learn from and adapt to the experience of the .amazon
application. While there are many points of difference, all in the ICANN community can
agree that our aim in future policy is to avoid similar problems. ICANN is a body with many
constituent parts, each with a view on and context for future use of terms with geographic
significance. The Bylaws specifically charge the Generic Names Supporting Organization



(GNSO) with responsibility ‘for developing and recommending to the Board substantive
policies relating to generic top-level domains’. From this responsibility flow two principal
consequences: first, the GNSO must make it possible for all views to be heard and contribute
to its policy development process; and second, the broader community must seize these
opportunities to contribute.

To that end, 2017 also marks a significant step in the development of the GNSO policy
development process and its responsiveness to the broader ICANN community with the
development of a work track specifically dedicated to future policy development on
geographic names. Part of the New gTLD Subsequent Procedures PDP, this work track enables
the focused participation of those for whom geographic names is a primary concern. Shared
leadership from all interested parts of the ICANN structure ensures the contribution of all
interested parties, and a commitment to transparent decision-making ensures that all are
informed not only of the ultimate recommendations of the policy development process, but
the steps by which those recommendations were reached.

As 2017 winds to a close and a new year and new application process for new gTLDs lies just
over the horizon, spare a few minutes of internet searching for your most integral and
valuable brands. How many of these appear, otherwise unbeknownst to you, on some map
as the name of a municipality, geological feature or landmark? When the next gTLD
application period opens, how many hours will you devote to scouring atlases for that
faraway place that has no connection to or affiliation with your business and what your brand
represents? And how will you convince the decision-makers in your organization that your
search efforts are sufficient to avoid the risk of rejection of your technically, financially and
design flawless application?

We cannot go back in time, and we also cannot afford to hinder the development of the
internet and its Domain Name System any longer. What we can do, and indeed must do to
preserve the legitimacy and accountability of ICANN’s decision-making authority, is ensure
that decisions from this point forward rely not on the myth of rights that do not exist in
geographic names, but rather on the rights that do exist. Brands bring innovation, security
and confidence to the marketplace, both offline and online.

It falls to ICANN’s Board, and indeed the entire ICANN community, to acknowledge and
implement the 11 July 2017 decision of the Independent Review Panel, not simply in
relation to the .amazon application, but more broadly in our approach to domain names
of geographic significance. We should all celebrate the fact that 2017 marks the end of the
geographic names myth, and look forward to the clearer, fairer, more predictable, more
responsible policy environment that can result from this significant milestone in

ICANN's maturity. ®

Dr Heather Forrest is the author of Protection of Geographic Names in International Law and Domain Name
System Policy, a doctoral thesis on the consistency of New gTLD Program policy with international law.

In 2014 the work was awarded the Swiss national Professor Walther Hug Prize for doctoral theses in Law.

A long-standing active participant in ICANN policy-making, Heather is a member of the Intellectual Property
Constituency (IPC) and currently serving her final year of a four-year term as a representative of the IPC on the
GNSO Council. She is currently Chair of the GNSO Council, and in 2016 and 2017 served as Vice Chair
representing the Non Contracted Parties House. Heather is an Associate Professor of Law at the University of
Tasmania and Adjunct Associate Professor of Law at Murdoch University, both in Australia. Prior to her current
positions, Heather was a member of the inaugural Faculty of Law at Australian Catholic University, where she
served as Deputy Dean of Law and Associate Dean (Learning and Teaching). Heather commenced an
academic career in 2007 after practicing law at the London office of US-based law firm Kilpatrick Stockton LLP
(now Kilpatrick Townsend & Stockton LLP) starting in 2001. Her practice focused on IP transfer in corporate
transactions, strategic trade mark and domain name portfolio management and digital branding. She
currently lives on what she calls the idyllic island state of Tasmania, in the country's southernmost region.
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.AMAZON - a long and winding road

Twenty years after being granted a trade mark in Brazil for Amazon and five years after applying for
.AAMAZON and its Chinese and Japanese equivalents, Amazon is still waiting for the ICANN Board to
approve its applications. The timeline sets out each step in the long journey that Amazon has taken
from submission of applications which scored 100% through to the unanimous finding of an
Independent Review Panel in favor of Amazon.

eeeq March Brazil Patent and Trademark Office issues first AMAZON trade mark registration to Amazon.

eeed January PeruPatent and Trademark Office issues first AMAZON trade mark registration to Amazon.

Amazon launches data centers in Brazil.

May Amazon files 76 TLD applications including .AMAZON and Chinese and Japanese equivalents
(the .AMAZON Applications).

+++d4 November Brazil and Peru file GAC Early Warning against .AMAZON Applications.

December Amazon responds to Early Warning, and has initial phone conference with representatives of
Brazil and Peru.

Amazon launches Kindle store at www.amazon.com.br.

February ~ Amazon proposes compromise solutions to Brazil, Peru and other OTCA member countries.

OTCA is the Organizacion del Tratado de Cooperacion Amazonica, the treaty organisation
for eight countries of the Amazonica.

March ICANN-appointed Independent Objector, “acting solely in the best interests of the public
who use the global Internet," files Community Objection against .AMAZON Applications.

Amazon travels to Brasilia to meet with representatives of Brazil, Peru and other OTCA
member states to discuss proposed compromise solutions.

April ICANN 46 Beijing: The Governmental Advisory Committee (GAC) rejects Amazon invitations
to meet and present ideas for a mutually agreeable solution.

Amazon meets with representatives of Brazil and Peru to discuss proposed compromise solutions.
May Amazon meets with representatives of Brazil to discuss proposed compromise solutions.
eoed July .AMAZON Applications receive perfect evaluation scores from ICANN.

ICANN Geographic Names Panel confirms that "amazon" is not a geographic name as
defined in the Applicant Guide Book (AGB).
ICANN 47 Durban: GAC issues Consensus Advice against .AMAZON Applications after
being informed incorrectly that "amazon" is a geographic name for which governmental
approval is required.
Amazon submits to ICANN a proposed binding Public Interest Commitment (PIC), offering to
(i) limit registration of culturally sensitive terms; (ii) engage in ongoing discussions to
identify other culturally sensitive terms; and (jii) formalize non-objection to future
applications for .AMAZONAS, .AMAZONIA, and .AMAZONICA.

August Amazon responds to GAC Consensus Advice and reiterates that "amazon" is not a
geographic name as defined in the AGB and no governmental approval is required.

November ICANN 48 Buenos Aires: Representatives of Brazil and Peru decline to meet with Amazon.

January  Neutral European expert finds in Amazon's favor and dismisses ICANN-appointed
Independent Objector's Community Objections.

March ICANN 49 Singapore: GAC, ICANN Board, Brazil and Peru each reject Amazon’s requests
to meet and discuss proposed solutions.

April ICANN’s commissioned expert, a French law professor, advises that, “Neither Brazil nor
Peru had a legally cognizable right to the name “amazon” under international law, or for
that matter under their own national laws.”

May Board accepts GAC Advice and rejects .AMAZON Applications. Amazon files
Reconsideration Request about Board decision and also files Documentary Disclosure
Request.

June ICANN 50 London: ICANN rejects Amazon Document Disclosure Request.

July Amazon files Reconsideration Request about Document Disclosure Request rejection.

Amazon initiates ICANN Cooperative Engagement Process (CEP).

September ICANN Board rejects Amazon's Reconsideration Request about Board decision to accept
GAC advice.




May Amazon submits a complaint to ICANN Ombudsman that claims Board unfairly treated
Reconsideration Request about Board decision to accept GAC advice. Ombudsman
acknowledges that complaint “comes close to the need for a recommendation for a

rehearing” but rejects it.

June ICANN 53 Buenos Aires: Amazon meets with representatives of Brazil and Peru and
extends proposed compromise solution.
Amazon travels to Washington, DC for CEP discussions with ICANN.

August Amazon sends framework of proposed compromise solution to Brazil.

September Brazil advises Amazon to submit proposed compromise solution to OTCA for consideration
by its members.

October ~ Amazon sends proposed compromise solution to OTCA, requests that 0TCA convene
member meeting to consider compromise, and offers to travel to Brasilia to formally
present proposed compromise solution.

March OTCA communicates rejection of Amazon’s October 2015 proposed compromise solution.

Amazon files request for Independent Review Process (IRP).
December Amazon makes Prime Video service available in Brazil and Peru.

July 10,22017: IRP Panel unanimously finds in Amazon's favor.

July IRP Panel unanimously finds in Amazon's favor, concluding that the ICANN Board, acting
through the NGPC, acted in a manner inconsistent with its Articles, Bylaws, and Applicant
Guidebook. IRP Panel observes that the "legal claim of Brazil and Peru [to the name
LAMAZON under international law] is without merit." IRP Panel recommends that ICANN
Board make objective and independent judgment of whether "well-founded, merits-based
public policy reasons for denying" the .AMAZON Applications exist, complete any

consultation with the GAC (if appropriate) and do so within 60 days.

Amazon travels to Los Angeles to meet with ICANN. Amazon requests assistance in
reaching negotiated resolution with Brazil and Peru.

August Amazon writes to Brazil and Peru to request meeting to explore mutually agreeable

resolution.

September Fifty-nine days after the IRP Final Declaration issues, Amazon writes to the ICANN Board:
“It is now time for the board to act promptly and allow our ‘. AMAZON’ Applications to
proceed. That is the only decision that is consistent with the global public interest, the IRP
final declaration, and the rule of law.” Board passes a resolution, acknowledging that
“Amazon is the prevailing party” but rather than approving the .AMAZON Applications,
asks Board Accountability Mechanisms Committee “to provide options for the Board
to consider.”

Amazon writes to Brazil and Peru to request meeting, before ICANN 60, to explore mutually
agreeable resolution.

October ICANN 61 Abu Dhabi: Amazon finally given chance to address full Government Advisory
Committee and reiterates offer of a PIC as first made in July 2013. Brazil GAC
representative says, “We are all working in the environment where we are trying our best

to make sure that we come up to solutions”.

ICANN Board asks if GAC has: (i) any information to provide to the Board as it relates to the
"merits-based public policy reasons," regarding the GAC's advice that the Amazon
applications should not proceed; or (i) any other new or additional information.

GAC Abu Dhabi Communique recognises the need to find a mutually acceptable solution

and advises the ICANN Board to continue facilitating negotiations between OCTA member
states and Amazon.

More than five years after applying, Amazon still awaits .AMAZON.

November

December

© 2017 Amazon.com, Inc. or its affiliates.
Reprinted with permission from www.dotamazon.news.
All rights reserved.

www.comlaude.com 9



Policy and
Consultancy
you can trust

In Jeff Neuman, Susan Payne and Nick Wood we have three
of the world leading experts in domain name policy,

on-line IP protection and internet governance. We provide
strategic consultancy and advice to help ensure your success.

For expert advice, contact experts@valideus.com

People say:

“Valideus is a prominent voice at ICANN. They have great expertise,
they are smart and reactive to what is going on, with other brands
and with ICANN.”

“Valideus have more connections than the other players, they also
have more knowledge, both in terms of ICANN regulations and
advice on how to use gTLDs in the future. The other service
providers just don’t have this level of knowledge, nor are they

as helpful”

www.comlaude.com | www.valideus.com




Saving the
UDRP

Nick Wood,
Managing Director
Com Laude and
Valideus.

Table One

Fairness

Selection of panellists

Panellist quality

Appeals

Timing

Consequence of losing

Scope

Jurisdiction

Timing

Costs

Penalties

There will come a time in 2018 when the formal review of Rights Protection Mechanisms
(RPMs) underway in ICANN reaches the UDRP. The only proven, affordable cross-border
solution for abusive domain name registration is at risk.

The importance of the UDRP to parties across the domain ecosystem is significant. It protects
the marks of brand owners; it keeps registries and registrars out of court, minimising their
liability as intermediaries; it provides predictability for registrants including those who invest
in domains. Perhaps most important of all, it promotes consumer trust because domains are
regarded by internet users as signposts to authentic content.

We have been monitoring the wishes of those who want what they characterise as a fairer
UDRP for registrants and those who want a stronger UDRP for rights owners.

Table One, below, sets out some of the “improvements” each side has proposed. These are not
meant to balance each other but illustrate the broad range of opinion.

Three person panels are fairer and
should be mandatory in all cases.

All panellists should be selected in
taxi-rank order or on a randomized basis
to avoid bias.

Panellists cannot be advocates for
complainants.

Registrants who receive a bad decision
are denied justice. There should be an
appeals process.

A complaint should not be brought if the
domain has been registered for three
years or more.

A complainant who loses should not be
able to refile.

If a domain is being used in a way that
has no relation to the class of goods or
services under which the trade mark was
registered, the complaint should fail.

A complaint should fail if the domain is
used outside the jurisdiction of the
trade mark.

Registrants should be given six weeks
to respond.
ICANN should subsidise the training of

panellists.

There should be stricter penalties for
Reverse Domain Name Hi-Jacking (RDNH).

An abusive registration is a domain
registered OR used in bad faith.

Panellists should understand local law,
speak local languages, and be
experienced in issues of substance

in a case.

ICANN should oversee the training of
panellists and review decisions.

Appeals must be filed within 28 days.
The complainant must pay a
non-refundable fee large enough to
deter the vexatious.

Registrars should automatically lock
domains within 24 hours of receiving
notice of a complaint and transfer
domains following a decision within
24 hours.

If a registrant loses three cases, there
should be a presumption of guilt.

A losing registrant should be required to
disclose their entire domain name
portfolio.

Previous findings of abusive registration
including in gTLD and ccTLD registries
should be taken into account by panellists.

There should be an expedited default
process in favour of the complainant
where there is no response.

ICANN should subsidise the costs of panel
providers with a $0.25c¢ levy on every gTLD.

Registrants who respond to a complaint
should pay $500. This is refunded if
they win.

www.comlaude.com
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Table Two

Anyone familiar with filing a complaint or a response to a UDRP will have their own issues of
concern, for example whether ICANN should review the performance of the panel providers
and the quality of their decisions or if there should be an expedited process to lift privacy
curtains in the age of GDPR.

An informal coalition of registration interests featuring individuals, domainers and free
speech advocates is, at time of writing, sharpening its teeth as the RPM Review has finally
arrived at the URS, the UDRP’s little sister. Admittedly this is an easy target because instead of
being designed like the UDRP by the World Intellectual Property Organisation after a global
consultation exercise, it was created by committee, following a recommendation back in 2011
by the Implementation Recommendation Team (IRT) that a faster version of the UDRP was
needed to tackle slam-dunk cases of cybersquatting. The result is that the URS is under-
utilised and over-complicated.

When the time comes to dig into the UDRP, there is the danger that changes to practice or
policy which one side or the other will hail as improvements will diminish its effectiveness.
As we move further into the Age of Information, with digital commerce flowing across
borders and more new gTLDs on the way once round 2 opens, rights owners and consumers
need protection from abusive registration.

To enable the UDRP review to be fair and effective, meeting the concerns of both rights
owners and this anti-IP coalition, a uniform set of data is needed. This would dramatically
shorten the time the review takes and end the battle between facts and alternative facts.
WIPO collects statistics on the cases handled through its Arbitration & Mediation Center but
there are four other panel providers (and two defunct ones) which don't. Accurate data must
be collected before policy or process changes are debated such as:

® How many cases have been filed under the UDRP and for how many domains?

® What is the split of decisions in favour of the complainant or the registrant across all
panel providers?

® How much has been paid by complainants in official filing fees? (There is no point asking
the same questions of registrants: they pay nothing to file a response)

® How often is there no response from the registrant?

® How many findings of reverse domain name hi-jacking have there been?

® How many times has a losing registrant taken the complainant to a court and won?

We went looking for some of this data. Table Two below is our count of the number of UDRP
cases filed between its launch in 1999 and 1 September 2017. We have not been able to
gather complete information on the number of domains because only two out of the seven
current or former providers publish this information.

UDRP Providers Number of Case Number of
Filings to August 2017 Domains
World Intellectual Property Organisation (WIPO) 37,942 70,335
National Arbitration Forum 23,527 Not published
Asian Domain Name Dispute Resolution Centre (ADNDRC) 1,986 Not published
Czech Arbitration Court Center for Internet Disputes (CAC) 667 Not published
Arab Center for Domain Name Dispute Resolution (ACDR) 2 3
International Institute for Conflict Prevention and Resolution (CPR) * 151 Not Published
eResolution* 276 Not published
Total 64,551 96,945**
* Former provider

** Minimum Total - assumes that cases for providers where the number of domains is not specified involved only a single name; this is certainly an under-estimate.
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We then took these numbers and used them as a basis for counting the minimum cost to
rights owners and registrants of filing or defending a UDRP action.

At WIPO alone, rights owners have spent at least $56,913,000 in official fees, which start at
$1,500 for a single case.

This is just a fraction of the actual cost, however. If we assume that it costs a minimum of
$5,000 for a complainant to file a case, inclusive of both the official fees charged by the
providers and the costs of outside counsel or other advisor to draft the complaint, then the
cost to IP owners since the UDRP was launched is a staggering $322,755,000.

This estimate excludes in-house expenditure of resources, the cost of domain name
watching to identify abusive registrations, the filing of blocks or defensive registrations
in sunrise or General Availability and the loss of revenue to websites supported by
abusive domains.

It is impossible to estimate what registrants have paid in comparison but it will be a fraction
of the $322m. They do not pay damages, or even contribute to the provider fees, if they
lose. All they have to fund is their own response if they make one (and it appears that over
60% of cases go unanswered).

If ICANN were to require all of its panel providers to use standardised terminology and
gather harmonised data sets, more meaningful comparisons could be made than our efforts
above about the real value of the UDRP and its impact on rights owners and registrants.

ICANN develops policy through a bottom-up multi-stakeholder model. Everyone has to
compromise some of the time but compromise in the case of the UDRP is risky if decisions
that could impact upon its utility and effectiveness are based upon inadequate data. The
glacial pace at which ICANN’s Rights Protection Mechanism review is moving - it is currently
10 months behind schedule - can in large part be attributed to the absence of accurate data.
The coalition of registration interests aligned against brand owners demands data at every
turn. When data cannot be found they demand it is gathered to their own design. An
absence of official data in any field feeds the flames of alternative facts.

Abusive domain name registration perpetuates counterfeiting, fraud, phishing, employment
scams and malware distribution. The UDRP must be protected first and then improved. B
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1gTLDs - Generic Top Level
Domains are domains in
registries which operate
under a direct contract
with ICANN. Operators of
gTLDs must abide by
mandatory rights
protection mechanisms
such as the UDRP.

2 Legacy gTLDs: There are
18 Legacy gTLDs under
contract with ICANN: ‘com'
'net' ‘org' ‘aero' ‘asia’
‘museum’ 'xxx' ‘pro" ‘cat’
‘mobi' \jobs' ‘coop' \name'
'biz'\info' ‘tel' ‘travel 'post.
There are six other legacy
gTLDs which are under
contract with the US
Government such

as.mil and .edu.
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Introduction -
The expansion of the domain name system

There are now over 330 million registered domain names

Five years ago, an IP specialist working on an internet brand protection programme would
look across a landscape featuring 200 million domains across 24 generic Top-Level Domain
(gTLDs') registries (including .com, .org and .net) and 230 country code registries (.au, .be,
.cn etc.). An effective domain protection strategy might feature registrations in the core
gTLDs of .com, .org and .net plus registrations to communicate in countries where the brand
was marketed or had licensees, distributors or partners. This mix would be topped off by
defensive registrations in jurisdictions where infringers flourished because the price of
registration was low and the only remedy for cybersquatting was the courts.

Thanks to ICANN’s new gTLD programme which was launched in 2011, by the end of 2017
there are 24 legacy? gTLD registries, 400 ccTLD registries and more than 1200 new gTLD
registries (.abogado, .bank, .cafe etc.). Such dramatic expansion brings problems for anyone
concerned with brand protection. What was once best practice is now inadequate or
unaffordable: defensive registration is no longer practical. New strategies are required if the
hackers and the scammers, cybersquatters and digital activists are to be resisted, if abusive
registration is to be kept to minimum, and costs kept under control.

Domain names are attractive to the unscrupulous because they are cheap and easy to
register. Anyone with a credit card and a mobile device connected to the internet in a cafe or
a car park can register almost anything with impunity. Domain names may have the
functionality of IT but it is the fact that they reflect IP (intellectual property) rights which
really gives them value to brand owners and regrettably attracts infringers.

Technically, domain names identify computers and networks connected to the internet. They
were introduced because they are far more memorable than the unique 32 or 128 bit IP
(internet protocol) addresses they overlay (such as 64.233.166.94). No two computers can
have the same IP address and no two brand owners can have exactly the same domain name
- but it is possible for different registrants to own, for example, britishairways.com and
britishairways.co.uk, britishairways.flights and britishairways.info, britishairways.holidays and
britishairways.vacations. Not to mention british-airways.com, british-airways.co.uk, british-
airways.flights. Or other mis-spellings or confusingly similar variations.

This is why the foundation of an effective on-line domain registration strategy is a coherent
trade mark strategy. Domain protection must be built upon an approach to trade mark
registration and enforcement that is globally effective and affordable. If a registry operator
offers low prices, allows proxy registrations to anonymise registrants and refers infringed
parties to the courts, brand owners need to be able to fall back upon trade mark registration
and the rule of law.

Underpinning all of this, there needs to be an investment of time and money in domain name
security. There is little point in protecting the intellectual property rights that exist in a
domain name if you forget to shore up the information technology with protection against
hacking, DDOS attacks or any one of a number of causes that can take your domains down
and render you invisible on-line, damaging your reputation and business.

The domain name eco-system
Registries, registrars, registrants & resellers

There has been little innovation in the core functionality of domain names since 1985. IDNs
(domains in scripts other than ASCII) have been introduced and there is DNSSEC (a security
protocol that authenticates each end of an internet communication) but not much else. If you
buy a domain name in 2018, the processes and protocols are substantially the same as they were
back in 1985, with the domain eco-system dominated by four inter-dependent entities:

Registries are on-line databases of domain names. They provide authoritative information on
domain ownership and nameserver settings. Registry operators set and enforce the rules for



The domain name
eco-system

their Top-Level Domain (TLD). They may be a government department or sub-contractors to a
government department, they may be based in an academic institution or operated under
license by an ISP, they may be a Not For Profit operating in the public interest or they may be
privately held or listed on a stock exchange. Whatever their structure, registry operators are
wholesalers, selling entries in their centralised registry database via registrars to end-user
registrants.

Registrars are key players in the domain distribution chain. Analogous to retailers, they
market themselves to potential registrants, taking orders through websites, on-line portals or
by email. Provided that the credit card details they take can be processed, they will supply a
domain name to a customer often within seconds in the gTLDs but sometimes taking weeks
in the ccTLDs if paperwork supporting a local presence is required. Registrars may be
accredited by some registries, passing a technical review. Other registries simply require
registrars to keep a credit account topped up. The registrar keeps on record the billing
information of the registrant which is not always the same as the contact information that
the registrar has to pass onto the registry to be displayed in the whois record. A specialist
group of Brand Protection registrars who work with intellectual property owners has
emerged. They offer higher-quality services and can register around the world where
formalities require manual intervention, which most of the retail registrars cannot manage.

Registrants are the owners of domain names. Most registries place a responsibility on
registrants to maintain accurate contact information and to use the domain in a way that
does not infringe the rights of others or spread spam or malware. Registrants may purchase
additional services from their registrars depending on the jurisdiction of the domain, for
example multi-year registrations, domain name locks or Whois Privacy (anonymising their
contact information).

Resellers are an increasingly important part of the domain eco-system, though they are
frequently forgotten. Resellers may be ISPs or web design agencies or even law firms that
package together services from registrars in order to supply their customers with domain
names. Resellers do not always pass on registry Terms & Conditions to end registrants,
although ICANN mandates that registrars enforce such compliance on their resellers.
Registries, registrars and resellers usually charge the registrant an annual fee for their service

ICANN

Non-profit corporation that
oversees domain name system
management.

Registries

Keep an authoritative master
database (“registry”) of all
domain names registered for
each Top Level Domain (TLD)

Resellers

Conduct registrations on
behalf of registrants via
registrars but have no
contractual relationship
with ICANN or the
registries e.g. web
hosting companies

Registrars

ICANN accredited organisations
that process the registration of
domain names

Registrants
End customer who registers
domain names

.
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in maintaining the domain name at the registry. Whilst the domain registrant is often referred
to as the owner of the domain, the question of whether domains are property has long been
debated. The Terms & Conditions of many registries state that the registrant has an exclusive
right to use the domain for the period covered by the official registration fee but no more.

The role of ICANN

Sitting above these four key players is ICANN, the Internet Corporation for Assigned Names
and Numbers.

ICANN describes itself as “a global multi-stakeholder, private sector organization that manages
Internet resources for the public benefit”. Incorporated as a 501¢ Not For Profit corporation in
California in late 1998, it is best known for its role as technical co-ordinator of the Domain Name
System which involves the allocation and assignment of the three sets of unique identifiers for
the internet: (1) Domain names; (2) Internet protocol addresses and numbers; and (3) Protocol
port and parameter numbers. Its core mission is to manage these identifiers to ensure the inter-
operability of internet addressing systems, though it was charged by the US Government, with
whom it originally held a Memorandum of Understanding, to introduce competition and
innovation to the domain name system. It did this principally by breaking up the monopoly
enjoyed by Network Solutions in the 1990s as the only source of .com, .net and .org domain
names and then by holding two “Proof of Concept” new gTLD rounds before launching the new
gTLD program in 2008 which went live in 2011.

ICANN policy is created in a bottom-up, transparent fashion, originating with Supporting
Organisations and Advisory Committees and being processed through Working Groups and a
formal Policy Development Process that is debated in the Generic Names Supporting
Organisation (GNSO). This is in effect ICANN's policy chamber featuring volunteers
representing four main stakeholder groups - registry operators, registrars, non-commercial
interests and commercial interests. Their views are weighed against each other as policy is
created. Generally everyone is pleased or disappointed in equal measure, though in recent
times there has been universal dissatisfaction with the ICANN staff blurring the line between
implementation and policy or allowing into the ICANN community issues with nowhere else
to go - such as Human Rights or Child Protection. These are undoubtedly important issues
but are rarely reflected in a 63 character domain name or a technical addressing system
though you wouldn't think so if you read the public comments submitted during the policy
development process to let interested members provide their views.

Brand protection experts generally participate in ICANN through the Intellectual Property
Constituency (IPC) or the Business Constituency (BC). Membership for an individual is $100
ayear in the IPC. All major IP organisations belong to the IPC. Applicants for dot brand
registries belong to the increasingly influential Brand Registry Group which is starting to
exert influence as a sub-group within the Registries Stakeholder Group.

The ICANN Board has ultimate authority to approve or reject policy recommendations,
generally taking into account any formal Advice from the Government Advisory Committee
(GAC) which now features representatives from over 160 different countries. The GAC is an
advisory committee to ICANN, created under the ICANN Bylaws. It provides advice to the
ICANN Board on public policy aspects of ICANN's responsibilities. Any advice which has
consensus within the GAC must be taken into account by the ICANN Board, and where the
Board proposes actions inconsistent with GAC advice, it must give reasons for doing so and
attempt to reach a mutually acceptable solution. In this way the GAC are first-amongst-equals
in ICANN's multi-stakeholder model. Traditionally good allies of intellectual property interests,
the GAC has recently been more concerned with sovereign rights and issues such as control
over geographical indicators than with the protection of trade marks.

It is important for brand specialists to understand the structure of ICANN because, for
example, it is through the policy development process that the package of rights protection
measures, that accompanied the new gTLD launch, were achieved.

ICANN doesn't control content, it cannot stop spam and it doesn't deal with access to
the internet.



But through its co-ordination role of the Internet's naming system, it does have an important
impact on the expansion and evolution of the Internet. ICANN creates the legal framework
within which gTLD registries and registrars operate, in effect regulating through contract.

Domain name basics

Domain names may be up to 63 characters in length and must be formed from
alphanumeric ASCII characters (a-z, 0-9). All characters are case-insensitive.

The hyphen is permitted if it is surrounded by characters, digits or hyphens,
although it is not at the start or end of a label. IDNs (Internationalized domains)
map Unicode strings into the valid DNS character set through an encoding called
Punycode. This creates an ASCII version of a domain name in a non-ASClI script or
alphabet; so kebenhavn.eu is mapped to xn--kbenhavn-54a.eu. Thus an Arab
website can now have an Arabic address.

ICANN & the new gTLD program

One of ICANN's key responsibilities is introducing and promoting competition in the
registration of domain names. Vigorously supported by members of the community who
make money from selling domain names, ICANN's GNSO began a policy development
process in 2005 to consider the introduction of new gTLD registries, based on the results of
Proof of Concept rounds conducted in 2000 and 2003 when .biz, .info and others were
introduced. In 2008, the ICANN Board adopted 19 specific GNSO policy recommendations for
implementing new gTLDs, with certain allocation criteria and contractual conditions.

In June 2011, ICANN's Board of Directors approved an Applicant Guidebook that had been
through nine versions and authorized the launch of the New gTLD Program, even though
some of its members and the GAC declared that ICANN was “Not ready, not yet. There is still
work to do”3

The application window opened on 12 January 2012. On so-called Reveal Day (13 June
2012), ICANN announced that it had received 1,930 applications for 1,409 unique strings
(because 230 strings which had been applied for had multiple applicants such as .app with
13, .inc and .home with 11 and .art with 10). 116 applications were for IDN registries. Whilst
46% (899 applications) were submitted by investors for so called Open Registries, 33%
(637 applications) were submitted by trade mark owners for Closed Brand Registries and a
further 13% for “Brand Keywords” (such as Google’s application for .Search).

About the ICANN new
gTLD program
New gTLD programme Who applied? Application Process
Competition for. com 899 open Evaluation by KPMG & E&Y
on financial, technical
Round One opened 2012 637 closed brand grounds
185,000 to appl
: PRYY 255 brand keywords 230 strings with multiple
Expected 500 139 community/geo applicants go to auction or
applications (london, .nyc, . scot) other forms of settlement
Received 1930 . a i
vea . .app sells at auction
3 Mark Carvell, UK GAC appllcat!ons of which |1a1n6 Il?aN ;n local for $25m; .shop $41.5m;
Representative at the 1409 unique & over 46% guag .web $135m
June 2011 Singapore from brand owners
ICANN meeting.
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ICANN charged a fee of $185,000 per new gTLD application which generated a useful pot of
gold of $357m. Add to this over $200m in fees from Auctions of Last Resort held between
competing applicants for the same string and it is clear that one winner from the new gTLD
programme has been ICANN itself. It has secured its financial future through the new

gTLD programme and funded a massive global expansion. It now boasts of offices in Los
Angeles, Istanbul, Singapore, Beijing, Brussels, Nairobi, Geneva, Montevideo, Seoul and
Washington DC.

It would be inaccurate to define brand owners broadly as losers under the gTLD programme
as they submitted over 46% of all applications. Brands who assessed the opportunity and
decided to apply for a so-called dot brand Registry did so to protect intellectual property, to
consolidate their internet real estate under one globally applicable address and (most
important of all) to take control of critical internet infrastructure. Running a registry allows
brand owners to select their technical partners and to introduce operating procedures and
security parameters to the standards they prefer, reducing dependency on third parties.

However, it is certain that the advent of the new gTLD program brought uncertainty and

additional cost for brand owners seeking to protect their IP at the second Level (to the left of

the dot) in more than 600 Open, Geographical and City registries. Issues faced by brand

owners included:

® Pressure on budgets from a 300% increase in the total number of domain registries
where infringers could operate in the first 24 months. Even if a brand decided to focus on
relevant domains, the costs for a brand owning company could be significant. A shortlist
of registries of potential interest to a company in the food business for example might
include .catering, .coffee, .cooking, .eat, .food, .kitchen, .menu, .parties, .recipe, .restaurant,
.store, .shop, .vin and .wine plus .xn--imr513n (Chinese for .restaurant). Add to this
descriptive registries such as .blog or .web and cities where it might have locations like
Jondon, .nyc and .paris and the bills add up.

® Unproven rights protection measures that promised a great deal but in reality were
expensive and not very effective such as the Trademark Clearinghouse, a centralised
database of verified trade marks, that connects to each and every new registry and
supports a Claims notice (originally designed to reduce the cost on brand owners, by the
time it was launched it was arguably too complex and too expensive to be effective).

® Registry operators who exploited the mandatory Sunrise programme whereby rights
owners are given priority over all others for a limited time period, to extract high prices
from brand owners. For example, the Vox Populi registry operator of .sucks adopted the
objectionable practice of setting a recommended retail price of $2,499 for brand owners
in the Sunrise whilst charging anyone else $249 for the same string. Quite simply, this
was harvesting trade mark owners for unreasonable fees.

® Unregulated Premium Name schemes. Registry operators were able to designate some
trade marks as Premium Names, to be sold for much higher prices, at will.

With an ICANN Working Group into “Subsequent Rounds” under way, more and more
registries will be launched, perhaps to the point that all medium and large enterprises will
one day have their own dot brand registry, just as they have their own .com today. Until that
time is reached, new strategies are required for the protection of rights.

Protecting domains in the age of the new gTLDs: some
elements for Best Practice

Brand specialists need to respond to the challenge of the expanding domain name system by
embracing flexibility and adopting strategies that can evolve as the market transforms and
grows. These strategies need to cover registration, maintenance and security, as domains are
frequently under attack.

Registration strategies

The first step in an intelligent domain strategy is to look at trade mark registration strategy.
What has been registered and where? Is there a pattern of registration in the trade mark
system that can be duplicated in the domain name system? For example, is there a list of
“Crown Jewel” trade marks and priority jurisdictions?



Domain name registration strategy should mirror trade mark registration strategy as closely

as possible. This means considering registration in country code (ccTLD) registries:

® In key geographic locations where a company currently has offices, distributors,
licensees or customers

® In potential geographic locations of interest for commercial expansion

® Injurisdictions where infringers are active because the local domain registry does not
offer dispute resolution, the price of registration is low, loose formalities allow anyone to
register anything and there is a culture of cybersquatting. Currently one could
characterise China and Russia as two jurisdictions where preventative registration
makes sense

® Inany ccTLD where registration is free such as .tk (Tokelau) which is operated by Dutch
entrepreneurs under license from this Pacific island’s government

The subsequent pattern of registration needs to be enhanced by ensuring that one has

covered the unrestricted generic Top Tier Domains which are available to anyone, anywhere

in the world:

® Allimportant legacy gTLD registries (.com, .net and for some, .org)

® Relevant new gTLD registries. For example if you are in the real estate business you
should look at cities and geographies where you trade plus .apartments, .haus, .house,
.property, .properties, .realtor, .realty, .reit, .rent, .rentals, etc.

® IDNs: whether in the gTLDs or the ccTLDs, it is important to consider registration in
scripts other than ASClI such as Arabic, Chinese, Cyrillic, etc. if this is how you
communicate with customers or staff. Care needs to be taken that the requested domain
is in accordance with company trade mark policy. Don't request a transliteration if you
want a translation. Do use your local legal experts to check your applications and your
registrations (don't trust retail registrars who have been known to use Google Translate
to suggest a string, sometimes with disastrous consequences)

There can be some benefits in registering mis-spellings if such domains are redirected and drive
traffic but generally these should be avoided, as should compound words. In considering which
mis-spellings to register, ask those with responsibility for Search Engine Optimisation to provide
a list of commonly “typed in” terms that customers enter into browsers.

If a mark features two or more words, then to maintain customer confidence you should
consider registering a domain in key jurisdictions both with and without a hyphen.

All domains should be held in a secure database under the control of the in-house expert,
preferably alongside trade mark information. This database should have fields covering
as a minimum:

The registered string

The jurisdiction

The date of registration

The date of expiration

The requestor: who ordered the domain name

The registrar responsible for the domain (some corporations use more than

one registrar)

Depending on the configuration of the system, it is also useful to hold in such a database:
® A historical copy of the whois for the domain

® Alinkto the live whois for the domain

® Alink to any website carried by the domains

Some registrars can now connect the domain management consoles they use to in-house
trade mark management systems by API. This saves considerable resource especially if it is
possible to run reports from the in-house trade mark system.

It helps to justify a global portfolio of registrations if every domain name is pointed to a web
page with live content. This ensures that each domain pays its way, acting as a signpost to
information that reflects well on the owner. Brand owners who continue to use retail
registrars such as Go Daddy to manage their domains may find that domains which they do
not point are automatically re-directed to a page selling the services of the registrar.
Utilising a standard set of domain servers helps you to control your domains. Your own
technical experts can assist you with delegations and ensure security protocols are
maintained to the standards you want.

www.comlaude.com
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Whois

Attention needs to be paid to creating harmonised whois records. Whois records are
published on the internet and help third parties to look up who it is that owns a domain
name. Therefore uniform contact information that accurately reflects ownership and
identifies role contacts who can answer questions on a domain are desirable. Where possible
the registered owner should be the same as the owner of the corresponding trade mark.

If this entity is John Doe (Europe) Holdings Limited do not settle for an abbreviation such as
John Doe Ltd. This may be challenged by the registry if you try to transfer the domain.

Generally the Administrative and Technical contacts should be generic role contacts such as
domain-admin@johndoe.com whilst the Billing Contact is usually the registrar who pays the
renewal invoice at the registry on your behalf. There is a risk if you identify an individual in
any one of these positions that a renewal reminder might be missed, for example, if the
person identified changes jobs and you might run foul of the GDPR.

In jurisdictions where the formalities of the registry require a company to use a local
presence, all domains featuring the local presence in the record of registration should be
standardised. It is good practice for the ultimate owner of such a domain to have a Beneficial
Ownership agreement with the local representative defining the extent of the authority of
the local agent.

Frequently registries with local presence requirements will also ask for information to support
the application proving a connection to the jurisdiction. This could be a company formation,
or a local tax number or a trade mark certificate. Prudent brand owners record which domain
names are dependent on trade marks in case of disposals.

The process for requesting a new domain name registration must be clear in any corporation.
Requestors from a business should have an understanding of who to ask for a new domain
registration, who will pay for it - meaning does the money come from their budget or IP/Legal
or another pot - and they should be able to prioritise the registration and give clear
instructions on where the domain should point.

Larger corporations frequently capture their domain name policy in a written document that
can be held on a shared-drive and circulated to all business units.

Renewal and Lapsing strategies

Commerce-critical and Crown Jewel domains should be registered for up to 10 years. Other
domains should be registered for single year periods, unless there is a price discount from the
registrar for multiple years.

Generally renewal reminders and invoices will be sent by a registry operator to the registrar,
not to the registrant. In turn a good corporate registrar will remind a registrant of a
forthcoming renewal to a schedule to suit the client, frequently somewhere between 90 and
30 days in advance of a renewal date, setting out the date of renewal, the official registry fees
and any related fees as well as the registrar’s service charge." All critical domains should be
placed on auto-renew, meaning that the registrar has the authority to renew the domain
name in advance unless they are told to lapse.

Allowing a domain name portfolio to roll over, year by year, without a review leads to an
increase in low value or time limited domains. MayDay2017.com is not very useful in 2018.

From time to time and no later than once every three years, the in-house domain champion
should sit with their registrar and review all domain names held by the company.

The possibility of lapsing unused domains or domains that are no longer needed should

be discussed.

During this process, the possibility of adding Registry Locks should be considered. Locking
helps prevent unauthorised or accidental modifications and transfers because the registry
will only implement an instruction after following a two or three factor authorisation process,
usually featuring an “out of band” (meaning non-internet enabled) step such as phoning a



specified representative at the registrar who must give a password. Registry Locks are not
available from all registries but where available, should be considered for all critical domains,
balancing the need for security against the need to respond quickly in the event of an
emergency change being required.

Superlocks at the registrar level, preventing any unauthorised person inside the registrar
from making a change are essential too.

No domain name should be deleted or disposed without the prior approval of the in-house
domain champion. It is good practice to remove any resource settings from a domain name
well in advance of lapsing, so that it ceases to point to any website/carry any content. This
means that the domain investors who monitor domains that are “dropping” (being made
available for re-registration by registries) will not be attracted by a volume of legacy traffic
which they can exploit by grabbing the domain and directing it to a Pay Per Click page.

Maintenance & Rightsizing

Many IP experts with a responsibility for domain names find the volume of domains they are
responsible for overwhelming. It is easier to pay for a portfolio that increases year on year
than to “Right Size"it. It is simpler to pay for 250 domains of little value than to lapse one
domain that the business remembers it has a use for six months down the line.

There is one relatively simple step that all IP experts can take to combat this natural
reluctance to focus on domain names: prioritising domains into four (or more) tiers by their
importance and value. This categorisation process helps to keep the focus on critical
domains and aids efficient decision making with the result that resources are maximised.
Indeed standard procedures can be set up to lapse the most unimportant domains. This
prioritization process including where the lines are drawn between categories should be
undertaken carefully, with due regard to the value placed on marks in the trade marks
portfolio. It might feature, for example:

0 Tier One domains

These are domains that match Crown Jewel trade marks or support commerce-critical or
core corporate websites. Generally up to 5% of a portfolio can be categorised as Tier One or
the prioritisation is incorrect. There would be a direct customer or business impact in the
event of a failure or a successful malicious attack on a Tier One domain. All Tier One
domains should carry locks at the Registry and Registrar Tier. They should be registered for
multiple years, on auto-renew. The primary .com registration, the home-country ccTLD
registration, the domains that support the company intranet and email will be in this
category. Any change to a Tier One name should require the sign-off of the in-house domain
name champion, a senior trade mark expert plus an IT or web specialist. Registrars should be
informed of this process and also make changes to Tier One domains only when they have
received authorisation in writing and by phone call (or better still video call such as Skype)
with the client. The client and the registrar may also want to put in place additional security
protocols such as the exchange of passwords. When changes to Tier One names are made,
including opening and shutting Registry Locks, the process must be documented and at
each stage of the process, at both the client and the registrar end, “Shoulder Surfing” should
be required. This means that the actions of an individual are supervised and checked by a
colleague standing next to them during the process. It ensures that locks are closed after
changes are completed.

e Tier Two domains

These are domains that are important to communication but not critical, accounting for
perhaps 10% of a portfolio. Tier Two domains might support informational websites for
country-specific businesses but nothing with e-commerce. Whilst no-one wants an
interruption to any domain, if a Tier Two domain is taken off-line, it would be bad news but
the impact on the bottom line of the corporation or its global reputation should be low.
Tier Two names should also be considered for locks but locks should not be mandatory.
Tier Two domains should be placed on auto-renew. However, the process to change a

Tier Two domain can be simpler, requiring the sign-off of the domain champion and one
other person.
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Tier Three domains
These are good-to-have registrations, mostly filed for defensive purposes or perhaps to
support a short-term initiative a year ago that has now expired (so a Tier Two domain
becomes Tier Three after its useful life has expired). Holding such domains is probably
cheaper than trying to reclaim them from third parties, especially if they can be pointed to
websites so they support navigation by consumers. Up to 80% of a portfolio might be
classified as Tier Three domains. They can be set on auto-renew but should not be renewed
for more than one year at a time. They should be reviewed every three years with a view to
culling them by 15% to account for an average annual growth of perhaps 5% in the size of
the portfolio.

° Tier Four domains

These are low-value domains, perhaps part of a bundle reclaimed from infringers after a
UDRP action, or registered initially for entities that have been dissolved or discontinued
marketing initiatives. They might reflect the old name of a product or service or be
mis-spellings that are rarely typed. They have no commercial value and should be set to
lapse at the end of their life or at a key date in the year.

Crucially, the Tier that a domain name is in should be entered into the in-house IP database of
domain names and associated with the corresponding record for the trade mark. Ideally, the
reasons why any changes to Tier One and Tier Two domains are made should also be
recorded here, with the details of the requestor. Such information is commonly held by
registrars in their on-line consoles but it is important that corporations have easy access to it
in their own secure systems.

Transfers

If faced with the prospect of transferring in or away a portfolio of domains, there are a few

rules to follow which can make this daunting task much easier:

® The starting point is a Transfer Plan that features a report on every domain, the
registered owner, the jurisdiction, whether it carries live settings, the Tier itis in (and
therefore its value to the business) and of course the expiration date. Armed with this
report, a staged process can be implemented which should feature weekly status
updates and the possibility to “huddle” with your registrar and your in-house technical
and business colleagues to resolve any issues

® Review all the domains to be moved and take the opportunity to cull any that are not
necessary. There is no point in moving registrations of zero value - but at an early
stage check DNS queries and traffic and ask the responsible managers to identify any
domains supporting live sites

® Getareport on renewals due in the next three months. Focus on gTLDs with a renewal
date in the next month and ccTLDs in the next two months: if you want to keep these
domains, get them renewed either by the losing registrar or by the gaining registrar if
the losing registrar is co-operative in facilitating a quick transfer

Your formal transfer plan should be segmented to feature:

I. Automated registries: This includes almost all gTLDs (Legacy and New) and about 100
ccTLDS. These registries usually transfer domains from one registrar to another using
“Auth-Codes’, where the gaining registrar has an Auth-Code for each domain,
provided by the losing registrar, enabling the transfer.

Il. Semi-automated registries: These are registries where the transfer process requires
Auth-Codes and some manual intervention, such as logging into an online account.
The gaining registrar sometimes has to pull domains one at a time but it can be done
in batches; sometimes the registry will assist.

Manual registries. These registries can be divided into two groups: those which require
one of the registered contacts on the whois record as a representative of the domain
owner to acknowledge the transfer of a domain by email; and those which require a
hardcopy Letter of Authority on company letterhead which must match the name of
the registered domain owner. Sometimes the letter must be notarised or in a local
language. The support of a Local Agent may also be required to hold the domain for
you under a beneficial ownership agreement.

The time spent preparing for a transfer project is proportional to its success: spend time with
your registrar, explain what your goals are and your deadlines. Allocate internal resources to
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work with your registrar on preparation including:
® Log-ins, passwords, Auth-Codes: you must get all of these from the losing registrar - and
be aware that sometimes the passwords and Auth-Codes expire after e.g. fourteen days.
® A Letter of Authority from each registrant exactly as they appear on the whois record
® A copy of a company registration certificate and VAT number may be needed
® Briefing a contact in the losing registrar who will co-operate when email approval is
required: if you make sure that you are up to date with all your invoices this will help
® The preparation of template paperwork required by manual registries
® Reviewing with your technical team and your registrar every domain name server that
carries a domain that is to be transferred. If you operate your own DNS, it is important to
alert your technical colleagues. The correct process is to configure the new name servers
which will be hosting the domains with the zone files/technical settings from the old
servers. Make sure that old name servers will be maintained until the transfer process is
Portfolio Transfer completed. Check that zone files on new servers are active before updating servers at
Timeline the registry.
transfer timeline
Start 29-jun-18
End 11-Sep-18
Today 01-fan-18 I l
- W W W W W W W = = o ® = = =
AERRRESRAREREARER
Ponned  Actualend Work doys Workdays Workdys Workeeys £ S 5 5 o 5 E B EE B E B8 B2
Task description Startdate  end date date awﬁﬂ‘mﬁ%:ﬁ;:é:::;::gs
PROJECT TIMELINE 2%4uni8  115ep-18 5 o 55 sl
Planring perioc
Launch Meeting -jun-18  29-Jun-18 1 o 1
Transfer preparation 20un18 1418 n 0 1
Prepare letters 28-un-18  29-Jun-18 1 ] 1 o
Confirm WHOIS templates 29-jun-18  29-Jun-18 i ] 1 o
3 System set-up 25-Jun-18  06-Jui-18 (] ] 6 o
4 Confirm zone fiie mformation 30-jun-18  14-Jui-18 1 ] 11 o
5 Retrieve authorisation codes 2%-un-18  13-Jul-18 1 0 n o
Transfer in period O6-ul-18  28-Aug18 w0 0 w0 o
Category 1 and 2 06-Jul-18  12-Aug-18 m ° 28 o
Indtiate category 1 transfers - 2091 names 06-Jul-18  27-hui-18 16 0 16 0
Initiate category 2 transfers - 713 names 28-0ul-18  02-Aug-18 4 o 4 o
Expected completion of category 1 & 2 names 01-Aug-18  12-Aug-18 L] 0 8 o
Category 3 04-Aug-18  20-Aug-18 19 [] 19 °
1 Imitiate category 3 transfers - 45 names Od4-Aug-18  07-Aug-18 4 o 4 o
1 Ewpected completion of category 3 rames  21-Aug 1B 28-Augl8 6 o § ] =]
Follow up period
Completion report 25-Augl8  O1-Sep-18 2 ] 2 o
3 o 3 []

Domain Enforcement

“Brand owners face the possibility of further abuse of their trade marks in domains - both
old and new....Combating opportunistic domain name registration practices is essential to
help consumers find authentic web content and enhance the reliability of the Domain Name
System”* said Francis Gurry, Director General of the World Intellectual Property Organisation
in March 2016 when he presented the Annual Review of domain related activity by WIPO's
Arbitration and Mediation Center.

Since administering the first Uniform Dispute Resolution Policy (UDRP) case in 1999, WIPO
had processed over 38,000 UDRP cases, encompassing over 70,000 domain names by
September 2017. During the same period the National Arbitration Forum handled about
another 24,000 cases.

With cybersquatting being a very low cost activity with few if any barriers to entry and
negligible consequences, brand protection experts are well advised to implement an
effective domain name strategy which will minimise opportunities for abusive registration,
as outlined above. When infringement does occur, it is important to select the right options
from the tapestry of measures that have been developed over the past 20 years. These are
described below.

The UDRP
4 See http://www.wipo.int/ ) ) ) ) ) ) ) o
pressroom/en/articles/2016 The Uniform Dispute Resolution Policy (UDRP), is an international arbitration process for the
/article_0003.html resolution of domain name disputes. Under the UDRP, rights owners can seek the transfer or
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5 http://www.inta.org/
TrademarkBasics/Fact
Sheets/Pages/UDRP.aspx|

6 https://www.icann.org/
resources/pages/help/dndr/
udrp-en

7 https://www.icann.org/
news/announcement-4-2009-05-
29-en

8 http://www.adrforum.
com/URS

° See Playinnovation Ltd
v. yoyo.email, NAF claim 1568549

9 The .tv registry is currently
operated by dotTV, company
owned by Verisign of which the
Tuvalu government owns 20%.

In 1999, Tuvalu negotiated a
contract leasing .tv for $50 million
in royalties over a 12-year period.
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cancellation of domains that infringe their trade mark rights without resorting to litigation.
It is incorporated into every legacy and new gTLD registration agreement between the
registrar and the registrant. The UDRP or a version tailored for local law has also been
adopted by the managers of 76 ccTLD registries.

A trade mark owner that believes that a domain registration infringes or dilutes its trade
mark(s) may file a UDRP complaint with one of several approved dispute resolution service
providers, including WIPO and the NAF. The complaint must specify the domain name in
question, the registrant, the registrar and the grounds for the complaint which must include:

I. The domain name is identical or confusingly similar to a trade mark in which the

complainant has rights

Il. The registrant has no rights or legitimate interests in respect of the domain name

lIl. The registrant registered and is using the domain name in bad faith.
In its guide to the UDRP, INTA says®, “If the registrant is not using the domain name in connection
with a bona fide commercial enterprise, is using the domain name to misdirect visitors or is trying
to sell it for more than out-of-pocket costs, the registrant may be deemed to be using the domain
name in bad faith”

The costs of filing a UDRP vary according to the panel provider selected and the number of
panellists. WIPO fees start at $1,500 for a single panellist and one domain. To this should be
added the cost of retaining outside counsel expert in the process. With approaching 100,000
UDRP cases filed across all providers, it is essential to reference the precedents that support
your position.

It is worth reviewing the full UDRP policy which is available at the ICANN site® . It should take
no more than three months for a complaint to be processed but very occasionally some
complaints take twice this.

The URS

The Uniform Rapid Suspension Scheme (URS) was designed to be “the little sister of the
UDRP, for slam-dunk cases of cybersquatting”” by the Implementation Recommendation
Team created by the ICANN Board to design rights protection measures for the new gTLDs in
2009. Analogous to a summary judgement, the strict limit of 500 words in English and high
burden of proof - evidence must be “clear & convincing” - make it just about a viable option if
you can accept remedies limited to the suspension of the domain for its life plus an optional
12 months after which it is available for registration again. The domain is not transferred to
you if you win, which is one reason why some brand owners first file a URS to get a domain
locked before proceeding with a UDRP.

A URS complaint can be processed in 18-21 days® and costs from $300 to make the
complaint. WIPO is not a URS provider but the National Arbitration Forum is. At the start of
2016 there had been just under 390 URS decisions including some very high profile
denials - notably branson.guru and alibaba.website where there was no clear/convincing
evidence and stuartweizman.email (failed on appeal).

Letters Before Action

Many attorneys launch their domain enforcement strategy with a Letter Before Action or
Cease and Desist Letter. They regard this as the first step in a process that can escalate
through a URS or UDRP complaint. Whilst such Letters Before Action can work with
inexperienced domain registrants, hardened cybersquatters may ignore them or, if you
allege trade mark infringement, turn the letter against you. Look out for a respondent filing
an action for declaratory relief in the Virgin Isles or a jurisdiction that will be expensive and
impractical for you.®

ccTLD Dispute Resolution Policies

Unlike gTLDs whose operators have contracts with ICANN, country-code registries are
generally run by the country to which the TLD is delegated, unless the country has
sub-contracted operational authority to a third party as in the case with .tv for Tuvalu'.

Each ccTLD operator has developed its own rules and policies governing when and to whom
it will permit registration of domain names.



" For a comprehensive list of
ccTLD DRS schemes see
http://www.wipo.int/amc/
en/domains/cctld/

12E. and J. Gallo Winery v.
Spider Webs Ltd.,
129 FSupp2d 1033.

Some ccTLD operators do offer dispute resolution'. Over 100 ccTLDs have adopted the
Uniform Dispute Resolution Policy (UDRP) in its entirety. 71 countries use a version of the
UDRP administered by WIPO and 38 use a version administered by the National Arbitration
Forum. About 50 others operate their own DRS, notably including Nominet in the UK which
took the UDRP and very significantly improved it in terms of process and policy.

For .uk domains, the process starts with two weeks of free mediation, led by Nominet staff,
which resolves 55% of all cases. Only if this fails does a complaint proceed at a cost of £750.
There is an Expedited Process for “summary decisions” where there is no response at a
reduced cost of £250. Three panellists are chosen in taxi-rank format, as opposed to a single
panellist in the UDRP who is matched to the case and so undermines the concept of
neutrality. There is a Right of Appeal with three new panellists at a cost of £3,000.

The criteria for a complaint under .uk is similar to the UDRP - the complainant has rights in
respect of a name or mark which is identical or similar to the domain name and the domain
name is an abusive registration. However, to the benefit of trade mark owners, a .uk
registration is held to be abusive if it was:

“Registered or acquired in a manner which at the time when the registration took place took
unfair advantage of or was detrimental to the complainant’s rights; OR has been used in a
manner which took unfair advantage of or was unfairly detrimental to the complainant’s rights”.

This is clearly an improvement on the UDRP where abusive domains must have been
registered AND used in bad faith.

Filing a DRS in a distant country can be expensive and time consuming. Decisions in the UK
take between six - eight weeks but it is wise to allow three months as an average.

Litigation

Where bad faith is difficult to prove or you want to recover costs and damages from a
cybersquatter who may not be well resourced, litigation is always an option if you can
identify an appropriate court in a jurisdiction you are comfortable with - and if you can
afford to lose. If you succeed in obtaining a summary judgement the process can be
relatively quick too, especially as many cybersquatters do not have the appetite or budgets
to defend themselves in front of a judge.

In the UK claims have been made for Trade Mark Infringement and for Passing Off - see BT
Plc v. One in a Million (1999) where the domain was held to be an instrument of deception
thanks to misrepresentation in the whois. Lucasfilm v Ainsworth (2011) may provide the
basis for a domain name claim against a UK entity based on foreign rights.

In the USA, the Anti-Cybersquatting Consumer Protection Act (ACPA) allows for the recovery
of damages up to $100,000 per domain and offers injunctive relief. It provides for
proceedings in rem where the registrar, registry or other domain name authority registered
or assigned the domain, eliminating the ability to identify the registrant.

In Harrison v. Microfinancial Inc. (2005 USDistLexis 2804) the ACPA was used to successfully
combat a consumer gripe site. In another case, the Gallo Winery prevailed against the
owners of ernestandjuliogallo.com even though the defendants had not offered the domain
for sale or used it to sell wine related products because they had registered over 2,000
additional domains containing the names of famous and well-known companies'.

Discovering & acquiring domains of interest & concern

In order to discover potentially infringing domains, brand owners should consider the
benefits of subscribing to a domain name watching service. The best of these provide
regular reports across the year, delivered electronically, covering all legacy and new
registries and the ccTLDs. A good watching service will find newly registered domains
registered in ASCIl and as IDNs. The best reports feature the full registration record, a screen
capture of any website, links to the record at a registry and any website as they are now
(often they change in time).

www.comlaude.com
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If you find registered domains that you would like to acquire which are not infringing, you
may want to place a “Backorder” for the domain through your registrar. Based upon the drop-
catching technologies developed a decade ago, these so-called Snap Back services are
relatively inexpensive (starting from about £50) but success cannot be guaranteed and is also
not available across all TLDs. A Snap Back service submits multiple registration requests via an
automated program to a registry to catch a domain that has been set to lapse on the date of
renewal. Popular domains - meaning short strings with a dictionary meaning under .com or a
ccTLD extension such as the UK or Germany where domains are understood and valued - may
be placed into auction by registrars or registries if they attract multiple interested parties.

If you want a domain that is registered by a third party, you could commission an anonymous

approach to the registrant through a domain Acquisition Service. The features of a successful

domain acquisition include:

® Research to identify the current registrant and to determine how many strings relevant
to your target mark they own

® An estimation of the value of the domain to the registrant: for example, if they have a
right to a string and have been using it for their business for 10 years, this will influence
the price they want and help you to set an appropriate budget

® Aninitial approach to the registrant by email or phone, protecting your identity

® Negotiations with the registrant, reporting back at frequent intervals

® Securing the registrant’s agreement to sell and perhaps their signature on a
Sale/Purchase agreement

® Paying the registrant through an escrow service

® Transferring the name from the registrant and the registrar they use into the care of your
registrar or holding the domain in trust for you with a Beneficial Ownership Agreement

Blocking domains

In 2011 ICANN commissioned Deloitte and IBM to create a Trademark Clearinghouse (TMCH)
to remove the cost of submitting the same trade marks to multiple registry operators during
the sunrise schemes mandated under the new gTLD program. This was a key proposal by the
Implementation Recommendation Team (IRT).

This central repository of authenticated trade mark information, connected to every new
gTLD registry, ultimately proved relatively unpopular with trade mark owners - after four
years of operation it has attracted under 40,000 trade marks (about 0.16% of all marks held in
WIPQ’s Global Brand Database). Perhaps this was because of the limitation requiring there to
be an identical match between the mark and the domain, or perhaps because it was
expensive at $150 per mark per year (before adding the service charge of a registrar).
Registrars did not like it because it was technically archaic, utilising clumsy SMD files instead
of more flexible tokens.

The Trademark Claims service, one of the benefits of filing in the TMCH, had some fans
amongst mark owners. During the first 90 days of General Availability (GA), third party
applicants who applied for a domain name identical to a mark in the TMCH received a
notification that the term was a trade mark in the TMCH.

In 2010 the ICANN Board rejected the idea of a Globally Protected Marks List, a block list for
famous or well-known trade marks across all new gTLD registries (another recommendation
of the IRT). Impossible to implement and probably not very popular, the Board said. However
first Donuts Inc, the applicant for 306 open new gTLD registries, created its Domains
Protected Marks List (DPML) and then Rightside and MMX, two other portfolio applicants,
created their lists. Each of these programs allowed a brand owner to block a string matching
a trade mark in the TMCH in all their registries for a single fee from registration for up to five
years. The services are not cheap - allow $2,500 a mark - but offer an interesting solution for
core trade marks.

As the first phase of the new gTLDs comes to a conclusion, it remains to be seen how
many brand owners will maintain their TMCH entries and whether the blocks will have a
lasting benefit.



Domain Security

Hackers and political activists represent a potentially greater threat to the corporate

registrant than the cybersquatter. A successful attack on a registry, a registrar or even a

registrant can result in domain downtime that damages reputation, consumer confidence

and the bottom line. Employees of registries have been duped through social engineering;

registrars have been subjected to blackmail attempts threatening massive DDOS

(Distributed Denial of Service) attacks; resellers fall prey to phishing and data theft.

Professional hackers try to insert malware such as key stroke loggers into on-line consoles

in order to capture passwords and log-ins. If successful they can hijack commerce-critical

domains or change DNS settings. Man in the Middle attacks on recursive servers can

re-direct customers to a fake website that harvests sensitive data. Whether the motivation is

personal gain or political change, the impact of a security breach on any part of the domain

chain can be severe. To mitigate such risks, a number of steps can be taken:

® Review the account management processes you operate internally on a regular basis.
Make sure that there is a process to change passwords and log-ins if a team member
moves on

® Document your domain name policy and ensure that actions to change servers or
ownership details of Tier One or Tier Two domains is documented and requires at least
Two Pairs of Eyes sign-off

® Monitor critical domains for changes to records and changes to Nameservers. Ensure
you have continuous automated reporting on the status of your key Tier One domains
carrying commerce critical sites

® LockTier One and Tier Two domains at the registry level

® Work only with a trusted registrar, preferably one with ISO 27001 accreditation for
Information Security Management and 1SO 9001 for Quality Management or their
equivalents. Ensure that your registrar has locked all of its critical domain names and
that access to its on-line portal requires 2FA (two factor authentication) at least. All
authorization codes and log in permissions should be safely stored and regularly
updated. Passwords should be updated every 90 days at most and IP access restrictions
should be implemented

® Never use a registrar that has an association with a domainer or domain investor: they
won't be able to resist studying your registrations for a pattern they can anticipate
and exploit

This is a non-exhaustive list for non-technical brand protection specialists. Engaging an
external risk consultant or requesting formal advice from your in-house security team to
help you protect your domain name assets and infrastructure is strongly recommended.

Conclusion

With the Internet of Things and its hard-core sibling the Internet of Industry waiting in the
wings, the domain name landscape which has expanded massively in the past five years is
likely to continue growing, especially as discussions are already under way for “Subsequent
Procedures”to Round One of the new gTLDs (which means Round Two).

Faced with this proliferation of registries, a rise in security risks and the importance of
maintaining a predictable web presence on top of a core domain, it is likely that .brand
domain registries will flourish. At ICANN meetings around the world, the talk is of what will
happen to Open registries when there are 10,000 or 100,000 dot brand registries, operated
in line with corporate objectives, under the control of in-house security experts who register
and delete under a TLD that matches the Master Brand at will. Until the day arrives, brand
protection experts need to polish up their strategies, adapt to the changing landscape and
implement a version of the strategies described above to protect their assets in the domain
name system. ®
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Dot Brand Registry
Evaluation &
Management

We help brands to evaluate the risks and benefits of
owning a dot brand registry. We manage every stage of
the life cycle from application through to live day to day
operation. We do all this exceptionally well as testified by
the 121 applications that we have supported to date. Of
the first round applications with a 100% pass mark - 97%
were from Valideus.

For expert advice, contact experts@valideus.com

People say:
“They are a natural fit for large global brands because of their

insight and innovative forward thinking.”

“If we were to apply for a second round gTLD, we would
definitely use Valideus to help us.”

“I had Valideus recommended to me as the firm to use for my

support services and | have already recommended them for
other people who are looking to apply for gTLDs next Round.”

www.comlaude.com | www.valideus.com
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Secure + Global + Trusted

For expert advice, contact experts@comlaude.com

People say:

“Anyone who is serious about corporate domain management
would have to seriously consider Com Laude.”

“We have acquired a number of businesses with domain
portfolios, and each time | fight to migrate the portfolio
to Com Laude.”
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Gazetteer of ccTLD registries

Local presence requirements (registrant details, administrative contacts, nameservers, etc.):
Com Laude is able to assist via its network of agents in most cases where a registry requires a local presence.

Aland Islands

Typical SLDs for businesses:
Restrictions:

Whois Link:

ASCII / IDN:

DRP Link:

Registry:

Registration Rules:

.ax
Unrestricted

https://whois.ax/en/

Both
https://www.viestintavirasto.fi/en/fidomain/domainnamedisputeresolution.html
https://whois.ax/en/
https://www.viestintavirasto.fi/attachments/maaraykset/FICORA682016M.pdf

D

Afghanistan

Typical SLDs for businesses:
Restrictions:

Whois Link:

ASCII / IDN:

DRP Link:

Registry:

Registration Rules:

.af, .com.af

Unrestricted

http://whois.nic.af

ASCII
http://nic.aflen/page/what-we-do/afgnic/domain-policy
http://nic.af/en/page/what-we-do/afgnic
http://nic.aflen/page/what-we-do/afgnic/domain-policy

\2))

Albania

Typical SLDs for businesses:
Restrictions:

Whois Link:

ASCII / IDN:

DRP Link:

Special Requirements / Notes:
Registry:

Registration Rules:

.al, .com.al

Restrictions vary

http://194.1.149.229:84/whois.al.local/web_root/index.php?c=whois

ASCII
http://www.akep.allimages/stories/AKEP/rregullore/4-regulation-on-dispute-resolution-procedures.pdf
Alocal registrant and a local administrative contact required.

http://www.akep.al/en

https://albaniandomains.al/images/docs/domain%20registration%20rules.pdf

Algeria

Typical SLDs for businesses:
Restrictions:

Whois Link:

ASCII / IDN:

DRP Link:

Special Requirements / Notes:
Registry:

Registration Rules:

dz, .com.dz, ! jall.

Restricted

http://www.nic.dz/en/index.php

Varies
http://www.nic.dz/en/images/pdf_nic/charte.pdf
Alocal registrant is required, or the registrant must own a registered local trade mark. Local name servers are required.
http://www.nic.dz

http://www.nic.dz/en/images/pdf_nic/charte.pdf

e @

American Samoa

Typical SLDs for businesses:
Restrictions:

Whois Link:

ASCII / IDN:

DRP Link:

Registry:

Registration Rules:

.as
Unrestricted
http://www.nic.as/whois.cfm
Both
http://www.nic.as/udrp.cfm
http://www.nic.as
http://www.nic.as/policy.cfm

Andorra

Typical SLDs for businesses:
Restrictions:

Whois Link:

ASCII/ IDN:

DRP Link:

Special Requirements / Notes:

Registry:
Registration Rules:

.ad

Restricted

http://www.internic.net/whois.html

ASCII

http://www.wipo.int/amc/en/domains/

Local registrant or registered local (national) trade mark is required. The domain chosen must exactly match the registrant
company name or the trade mark.

http://www.nic.ad

http://www.nic.ad/pdf/Reglament_angles.PDF

Angola

Typical SLDs for businesses:
Restrictions:

Whois Link:

ASCII / IDN:

DRP Link:

Registry:

Registration Rules:

.c0.20
Unrestricted

https://www.reg.it.ao/whois

ASCII
https://www.reg.it.ao/contracts/Dispute_Resolution_Policy_EN.pdf
https://www.reg.it.ao
https://www.reg.it.ao/contracts/AO_Register_rules_V1_1_EN.pdf

www.comlaude.com 185



Gazetteer of ccTLD registries continued...

Anguilla

Typical SLDs for businesses:
Restrictions:

Whois Link:

ASCII / IDN:

DRP Link:

Registry:

Registration Rules:

.ai, .com.ai

Unrestricted
http://whois.ai/cgi-bin/main.py
ASCII

http://whois.ai/fag.html
http://whois.ai
http://whois.ai/fag.html

Antarctica

Typical SLDs for businesses:
Restrictions:

ASCII/ IDN:

Special Requirements / Notes:

.aq
Restricted
ASCII

Alocal registrant is required, or the registrant must have a connection with this country. The domain chosen

must match or be similar to the registrant company name or one of its functions.

Antigua And Barbuda

Typical SLDs for businesses:
Restrictions:

Whois Link:

ASCII / IDN:

DRP Link:

Registry:

Registration Rules:

.ag, .com.ag, .co.ag
Unrestricted

http://www.nic.ag/

ASCII
http://www.nic.ag/dispute_policy.htm
http://www.nic.ag
http://www.nic.ag/policies.htm

Argentina

Typical SLDs for businesses:
Restrictions:

Whois Link:

ASCII / IDN:

DRP Link:

Special Requirements / Notes:
Registry:

Registration Rules:

.com.ar
Unrestricted

https://nic.ar/buscar-dominio

Both
https://nic.ar/es/ayudalinstructivos/disputa-de-dominio

Applicants must go through a validation process before being able to register a domain.

http://www.nic.ar
https://nic.ar/es/dominios/normativa

Armenia

Typical SLDs for businesses:
Restrictions:

Whois Link:

ASCII / IDN:

DRP Link:

Registry:

Registration Rules:

.am, Ly

Unrestricted

https://www.amnic.net/whois

Varies
http://www.wipo.int/amc/en/domains/guide
https://www.amnic.net
https://www.amnic.net/policy/en

Aruba

Typical SLDs for businesses:
Restrictions:

Whois Link:

ASCII / IDN:

Special Requirements / Notes:
Registry:

Registration Rules:

.aw, .com.aw
Restricted
http://www.setar.aw/business/cloud-hosting/whois
ASCII

Alocal registrant is required, or the registrant must have a connection with this country. .

http://lwww.setar.aw/business
http://www.setar.aw/business/cloud-hosting/domain-name

Ascension Island

Typical SLDs for businesses:
Restrictions:

Whois Link:

ASCII / IDN:

DRP Link:

Registry:

Registration Rules:

186 www.valideus.com

.ac
Unrestricted
https://www.nic.ac/whois-search.htm
Both
https://my.nic.ac/legalllegal_dispute.html
http://www.nic.ac
http://www.nic.ac/rules.html
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Typical SLDs for businesses:
Restrictions:

Whois Link:

ASCII/ IDN:

DRP Link:

Special Requirements / Notes:

Registry:
Registration Rules:

.com.au
Restricted

http://www.ausregistry.com.au/whois

ASCII
https://www.auda.org.au/policies/index-of-published-policies/2016/2016-01/

Alocal registrant or a local trade mark required. The domain chosen must be an exact match, abbreviation or acronym of the

registrant's name or trade mark.
https://www.auda.org.au/
http://www.auda.org.au/policies/auda-2012-04

Typical SLDs for businesses:
Restrictions:

Whois Link:

ASCII / IDN:

DRP Link:

Registry:

Registration Rules:

.at, .co.at

Unrestricted

https://www.nic.at/en/my-at-domain/domain-search/whois

Both
https://www.nic.at/en/how-at-works/fags/domain-disputes-and-wait-status
http://www.nic.at
https://www.nic.at/en/my-at-domain/registration/registration-guidelines

Azerbaijan

Typical SLDs for businesses:
Restrictions:

Whois Link:

ASCII / IDN:

DRP Link:

Registry:

Registration Rules:

.az, .com.az, .co.az

Unrestricted

http://www.whois.az

ASCII
http://www.whois.az/rules_en.html
http://www.whois.az
http://www.whois.az/rules_en.html

Bahamas

Typical SLDs for businesses:
Restrictions:

Whois Link:

ASCII / IDN:

DRP Link:

Registry:

Registration Rules:

.bs, .com.bs

Unrestricted

http:/lwww.register.bs/

ASCII
https://www.icann.org/resources/pages/udrp-rules-2015-03-11-en
http://www.register.bs/

http://www.register.bs/rules.html

Bahrain

Typical SLDs for businesses:
Restrictions:

Whois Link:

ASCII / IDN:

Special Requirements / Notes:
Registry:

Registration Rules:

.bh, .com.bh

Restricted

http://www.batelco.com

ASCII

Alocal registrant is required.

http://www.batelco.com
https://www.e-services.com.bh/eservices/webhosting/webhosting_all.aspx

Bangladesh

Typical SLDs for businesses:
Restrictions:

Whois Link:

ASCII / IDN:

DRP Link:

Registry:

Registration Rules:

.com.bd

Unrestricted

http://domainreg.btcl.com.bd

ASCII
https://www.icann.org/resources/pages/help/dndr/udrp-en
http://www.btcl.com.bd/service/details/en/19#
http://www.btcl.com.bd/files/img/form/dotBD-agre.pdf

Barbados

Typical SLDs for businesses:
Restrictions:

Whois Link:

ASCII / IDN:

DRP Link:

Special Requirements / Notes:
Registry:

Registration Rules:

.bb, .com.bb, .co.bb

Semi-Restricted
http://www.whois.telecoms.gov.bb/search_domain.php
ASCII

S ® @ 0O @ O

http://www.telecoms.gov.bb/website/Documents/Policies/PDF/Top%20Level%20Domain%20Name%20Policy.pdf

Alocal registrant and a local administrative contact required.
http://www.whois.telecoms.gov.bb

http://www.telecoms.gov.bb/website/Documents/Policies/PDF/Top%20Level%20Domain%20Name%20Policy.pdf
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Belarus

Typical SLDs for businesses:
Restrictions:

Whois Link:

ASCII / IDN:

DRP Link:

Registry:

Registration Rules:

.by, .com.by, .BEN
Unrestricted
http://www.cctld.by/en/whois
Varies

http://cctld.by/en/documents/instruction-on-the-procedure-of-registration-of-domain-names-in-the-space-of-hierarchical-names-of-t/

http://www.cctld.by/en

http://cctld.by/en/documents/instruction-on-the-procedure-of-registration-of-domain-names-in-the-space-of-hierarchical-names-of-t/

Belgium

Typical SLDs for businesses:
Restrictions:

Whois Link:

ASCII / IDN:

DRP Link:

Registry:

Registration Rules:

.be

Unrestricted
http://www.dnsbelgium.be/en/domain_name/availability
Both

http://www.dnsbelgium.be/en/domain-name-legal/domain-name-disputes

http://www.dnsbelgium.be/en

-

https://www.dnsbelgium.be/sites/default/files/generated/files/documents/Enduser_Terms_and_Conditions_en_v6.0.pdf

Belize

Typical SLDs for businesses:
Restrictions:

Whois Link:

ASCII / IDN:

DRP Link:

Registry:

Registration Rules:

.bz, .com.bz, .co.bz
Unrestricted

http://www.belizenic.bz/domain-registration/domain-whois-lookup.php

ASCII

http://lwww.belizenic.bz/support/legal.php?requestfor=registraragreement&from=agree_page

http://www.belizenic.bz

http://www.belizenic.bz/support/legal.php?requestfor=registraragreement&from=agree_page

)

Typical SLDs for businesses:
Restrictions:

Whois Link:

ASCII/ IDN:

Special Requirements / Notes:
Registry:

bj

Semi-Restricted
http://www.nic.bjlindex.php

ASCII

A local administrative contact is required.
http://www.nic.bjlindex.php

Bermuda

Typical SLDs for businesses:
Restrictions:

Whois Link:

ASCII / IDN:

DRP Link:

Special Requirements / Notes:
Registry:

Registration Rules:

.bm, .com.bm

Restricted

https://bermudanic.bm/#/domain-search/

ASCII
https://www.icann.org/resources/pages/policy-2012-02-25-en
Alocal registrant is required.

http://www.bermudanic.bm
http://support.bermudanic.bm/bm-domain-fags

Typical SLDs for businesses:
Restrictions:

Whois Link:

ASCII / IDN:

Special Requirements / Notes:
Registry:

Registration Rules:

.bt, .com.bt
Semi-Restricted
http://www.nic.bt
ASCII

The domain chosen must match or be similar to the registrant company name or one of their products.

http://www.nic.bt
https://www.bt.bt/forms/aup.pdf

© 6 ©

Bolivia

Typical SLDs for businesses:
Restrictions:

Whois Link:

ASCII / IDN:

DRP Link:

Registry:

Registration Rules:
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.bo, .com.bo

Unrestricted

http://www.nic.bo/whois.php

ASCII
https://www.nic.bo/regla_controversias.php
http://www.nic.bo
https://nic.bo/delegacion2015.php

)
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Bosnia And Herzegovina

Typical SLDs for businesses:
Restrictions:

Whois Link:

ASCII / IDN:

DRP Link:

Special Requirements / Notes:
Registry:

Registration Rules:

.ba

Semi-Restricted
http://nic.ba/eng/menu/view/13
ASCII

https://www.icann.org/resources/pages/policy-2012-02-25-en?routing_type=path

Alocal administrative contact is required.
http://www.nic.ba
http:/nic.ballat/menu/view/18

Botswana

Typical SLDs for businesses:
Restrictions:

Whois Link:

ASCII / IDN:

Registry:

Registration Rules:

.C0.bw

Unrestricted
http://whois.nic.net.bw/whois.jsp
Both

http://www.nic.net.ow
http://www.nic.net.ow

Typical SLDs for businesses:
Restrictions:

Whois Link:

ASCII / IDN:

DRP Link:

Special Requirements / Notes:
Registry:

Registration Rules:

.com.br

Restricted
https://registro.br/cgi-bin/whois

Both
http://registro.br/dominio/saci-adm.html

A local registrant and a local administrative contact are required.

http://registro.br
http://registro.br/dominio/regras.html

British Indian Ocean Territory

Typical SLDs for businesses:
Restrictions:

Whois Link:

ASCII / IDN:

DRP Link:

Registry:

Registration Rules:

o

Unrestricted
https://www.nic.io/whois-search.htm
Both
https://my.nic.io/legal/legal_dispute.html
http://www.nic.io
http://www.nic.io/rules.html

Brunei Darussalam

Typical SLDs for businesses:
Restrictions:

Whois Link:

ASCII / IDN:

DRP Link:

Special Requirements / Notes:
Registry:

Registration Rules:

.com.bn

Restricted
http://www.bnnic.bn/whois
ASCII

http://www.bnnic.bn/files/Brunei%20Darussalam%20Dispute%20Resolution%20Policy.pdf

Alocal registrant is required.
http://www.bnnic.bn

http://www.bnnic.bn/policy-documents-dispute-resolution

Bulgaria

Typical SLDs for businesses:
Restrictions:

Whois Link:

ASCII/ IDN:

DRP Link:

Special Requirements / Notes:

Registry:
Registration Rules:

.bg, .br
Restrictions vary

Both

https://lwww.register.bg/user/static/rules/en/index.htmi#11

Alocal registrant is required, or the registrant must own a registered local trade mark. The domain chosen must
be similar to a trade mark owned by the registrant. A local representative based within the EU needs to be provided.

http://www.register.bg

https://lwww.register.bg/user/static/rules/en/index.html

Burkina Faso

Typical SLDs for businesses:
Restrictions:

Whois Link:

ASCII / IDN:

Special Requirements / Notes:
Registry:

Registration Rules:

bf

Semi-Restricted
http://www.arce.bf/domaine.php
ASCII

Applicants must have a connection with Burkina Faso.

http://www.arce.bf/domaine.php
http://www.arce.bf/domaine.php

https://lwww.register.bg/user/session_tmp842851507977711/app.pl?action_key=ac_go_to_reports&language=eng Q
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Typical SLDs for businesses:
Restrictions:

Whois Link:

ASCII / IDN:

Registry:

Registration Rules:

.bi, .com.bi, .co.bi
Unrestricted
http://www.nic.bi/whois.php
ASCII

http://www.nic.bi
http://www.nic.bilterms.php

Cote d'lvoire

Typical SLDs for businesses:
Restrictions:

Whois Link:

ASCII / IDN:

Special Requirements / Notes:
Registry:

Registration Rules:

.Ci, .com.ci, .c0.Ci
Semi-Restricted
http://whois.nic.ci
ASCII

The domain chosen must match or be similar to the registrant company name or one of their trade marks.

http://www.nic.ci
http://www.nic.ci/index.php?page=charte

Cambodia

Typical SLDs for businesses:
Restrictions:

Whois Link:

ASCII / IDN:

Special Requirements / Notes:
Registry:

.com.kh

Semi-Restricted

http://lwww.camnet.com.kh

ASCII

The domain chosen must exactly match the registrant company name.
http://lwww.camnet.com.kh

Cameroon

Typical SLDs for businesses:
Restrictions:

Whois Link:

ASCII / IDN:

Registry:

.cm, .com.cm, .co.cm
Unrestricted
http://www.netcom.cm/whois.php
ASCII

http://www.netcom.cm

Canada

Typical SLDs for businesses:
Restrictions:

Whois Link:

ASCII / IDN:

DRP Link:

Special Requirements / Notes:
Registry:

Registration Rules:

.ca

Restricted

http://whois.cira.ca

Both

https://cira.callegal-policy-compliance/cdrp-process-and-decisions

Alocal registrant is required, or the registrant must own a registered local trade mark.
http://www.cira.ca
http://www.cira.ca/assets/Documents/Legal/Registrants/registrationrules.pdf

Cape Verde

Typical SLDs for businesses:
Restrictions:

Whois Link:

ASCII / IDN:

DRP Link:

Special Requirements / Notes:
Registry:

Registration Rules:

.CV, .com.cv
Restrictions vary
http://www.dns.cv/tidev_si/publico
Both

http://lwww.dns.cvitldev_portal/do?com=DS;427790847;111;+PAGE(4000018)+K-CAT-CODIGO(C.202)+RCNT(100);
For .cv - The domain chosen must match or be similar to the registrant company name or one of their trade marks.

http://www.dns.cv
http://lwww.dns.cv/tldev/tidev_site/img/home_306/fotos/954936405413312910215.pdf

Cayman Islands

Typical SLDs for businesses:
Restrictions:

Whois Link:

ASCII / IDN:

DRP Link:

Registry:

Registration Rules:
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.ky, .com.ky

Unrestricted
http://www.ofreg.ky/ict/kydomain-introduction
ASCII
http://www.ofreg.ky/ict/dispute-resolution-policy
http://www.ofreg.ky/ict/kydomain-introduction
http://www.ofreg.ky/ict/domain-policies
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Central African Republic

Typical SLDs for businesses:
Restrictions:

Whois Link:

ASCII / IDN:

Registry:

Registration Rules:

.cf

Unrestricted
http://www.dot.cf/en/index.html?lang=en
ASCII
http://www.dot.cf/en/index.html?lang=en
http://www.dot.cflen/faq.html

Chad

Typical SLDs for businesses:
Restrictions:

ASCII/ IDN:

Registry:

d

Unrestricted
ASCII
http://www.sotel.td

Chile

Typical SLDs for businesses:
Restrictions:

Whois Link:

ASCII / IDN:

DRP Link:

Registry:

Registration Rules:

.cl

Unrestricted

http://www.nic.cl

Both
http:/nic.cl/controversias/normas_aplicables.html
http://www.nic.cl
http:/nic.cl/normativa/reglamentacion.html

China

Typical SLDs for businesses:
Restrictions:

Whois Link:

ASCII / IDN:

DRP Link:

Special Requirements / Notes:
Registry:

Registration Rules:

.cn, .com.cn, .net.cn, .org.cn,.Fi[E, .4 a&.cn, B

Unrestricted

http://ewhois.cnnic.cn

Varies
http://cnnic.com.cn/DNSCERT/PAR/201210/t20121008_36624.htm
Documents are required to complete registration.
http://www1.cnnic.cn/index.htm
https://cnnic.com.cn/PublicS/fwzxxgzcfg/201208/t20120830_35734.htm

Christmas Island

Typical SLDs for businesses:
Restrictions:

Whois Link:

ASCII / IDN:

DRP Link:

Registry:

Registration Rules:

.CX
Unrestricted
http://whois.coccaregistry.org/whois.jsp
ASCII

https://cxda.org.cx/#policy

http://www.nic.cx
https:/nic.cx/policy/CX-RA-2016_04_18.pdf

Cocos (Keeling) Islands

Typical SLDs for businesses:
Restrictions:

Whois Link:

ASCII / IDN:

DRP Link:

Registry:

Registration Rules:

.cC

Unrestricted
http://registrar.verisign-grs.com/whois/whois_cc.html

Both
http://www.wipo.int/amc/en/domains/cctid_db/codes/cc.html
http://www.nic.cc

€ © €& 09O @&

http://www.verisign.com/en_us/channel-resources/become-a-registrar/verisign-domain-registrar/domain-registration/index.xhtml

Colombia

Typical SLDs for businesses:
Restrictions:

Whois Link:

ASCII / IDN:

DRP Link:

Registry:

Registration Rules:

.C0, .COM.CO
Unrestricted

https://www.cointernet.com.co/whois/

Both
https://www.cointernet.com.co/solucion-de-controversias/
https://www.cointernet.com.co/
https://www.cointernet.com.co/politicas-y-procedimientos/

O
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Congo

Typical SLDs for businesses:
Restrictions:

Whois Link:

ASCII / IDN:

DRP Link:

Registry:

Registration Rules:

.cg
Unrestricted
http://www.nic.cg/whois.html
ASCII
http://www.nic.cg/policy.html
http://www.nic.cg
http://www.nic.cg/policy.html

Congo, The Democratic

Republic Of The
Typical SLDs for businesses:  .cd
Restrictions: Unrestricted
ASCII/IDN:  ASCII
Registry:  http://www.nic.cd
Cook Islands
Typical SLDs for businesses: .co.ck
Restrictions: Semi-Restricted
ASCII/IDN:  ASCII
Special Requirements / Notes: ~ The domain chosen must match or be similar to the registrant company name or trade mark.
Registry: http://www.telecom.co.ck/content/page/business-internet/m/135

Costa Rica

Typical SLDs for businesses:
Restrictions:

Whois Link:

ASCII / IDN:

DRP Link:

Registry:

Registration Rules:

.cr, .co.cr

Unrestricted

https://www.nic.cr/es/whois

ASCII

https://www.nic.cr/policies/claims
https://www.nic.cr/en
http://www.nic.cr/niccr_publico/esp/politicas2.jsp

Croatia

Typical SLDs for businesses:
Restrictions:

Whois Link:

ASCII / IDN:

DRP Link:

Special Requirements / Notes:
Registry:

Registration Rules:

.hr, .com.hr

Restrictions vary
https://www.dns.hr/portal/home
ASCII
https://www.dns.hr/en/portal/disputes

For .hr - A company located in any of the member states of the EU can apply. A local administrative contact is required.

http://www.dns.hr
https://www.dns.hr/en/portal/files/HRTLDpravilnik2010en. pdf

Cuba

Typical SLDs for businesses:
Restrictions:

Whois Link:

ASCII / IDN:

DRP Link:

Registry:

Registration Rules:

.Cu, .com.cu

Unrestricted

http://www.nic.cu

Both
http://www.nic.cu/docum_det.php?doc_id=1&opt=1
http://www.nic.cu
http://www.nic.cu/docum_det.php?doc_id=1&opt=1

Curagao

Typical SLDs for businesses:
Restrictions:

Whois Link:

ASCII/ IDN:

DRP Link:

Special Requirements / Notes:

Registry:
Registration Rules:
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.CW, .Com.cw

Restricted

http://www.uoc.cw/ictssite/index.php/registration-cw-2

ASCII
http://www.uoc.cw/ictssite/index.php/domreg/registering-a-cw-domain/rules-and-regulations
For .cw - The registrant is required to show proof of their official presence in Curacao.

For .com.cw - Copy of Official company listing in the local Curacao Chamber of Commerce.
http://www.uoc.cw/ictssite/index.php/domreg/registering-a-cw-domain/register
http://www.uoc.cw/ictssite/index.php/domreg/registering-a-cw-domain/rules-and-regulations
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Cyprus

Typical SLDs for businesses:
Restrictions:

Whois Link:

ASCII / IDN:

DRP Link:

Special Requirements / Notes:
Registry:

Registration Rules:

.com.cy

Restricted

http://www.nic.cy/nslookup/online_database.htm

ASCII
https://www.icann.org/resources/pages/dndr-2012-02-25-en
Alocal registrant is required.
http://www.nic.cy/index_english.htm
http://www.nic.cy/rulesreg.htm

Czech Republic

Typical SLDs for businesses:
Restrictions:

Whois Link:

ASCII / IDN:

DRP Link:

Registry:

Registration Rules:

.cz
Unrestricted

http://www.nic.cz/whois

ASCII

http://www.nic.cz/page/314/rules-and-policies/

http://www.nic.cz
http://www.nic.czffiles/nic/doc/Registration_rules_CZ_20140101.pdf

Typical SLDs for businesses:
Restrictions:

Whois Link:

ASCII / IDN:

DRP Link:

Registry:

Registration Rules:

.dk

Unrestricted

https://www.dk-hostmaster.dk/en

Both
https://www.dk-hostmaster.dk/en/complaints-and-release-data
https://www.dk-hostmaster.dk/english
https://www.dk-hostmaster.dk/en/new-terms

Typical SLDs for businesses:
Restrictions:

Whois Link:

ASCII / IDN:

DRP Link:

Registry:

Registration Rules:

dj

Unrestricted
http://www.dj/eindex.htm
ASCII
http://www.icann.org/en/udrp
http://www.dj/eindex.htm
http://www.dj/eterms.htm

Typical SLDs for businesses:
Restrictions:

Whois Link:

ASCII / IDN:

DRP Link:

Registry:

Registration Rules:

.dm, .com.dm, .co.dm

Unrestricted

http://www.nic.dm/whois.php

ASCII
http://www.nic.dm/policies/pdf/DMDispute2014.pdf
http://www.nic.dm

http://www.nic.dm/policies.php

Dominican Republic

Typical SLDs for businesses:
Restrictions:

Whois Link:

ASCII / IDN:

DRP Link:

Registry:

Registration Rules:

.do, .com.do

Unrestricted
https://midominio.do/domain-registration/domain-whois-lookup.php

ASCII

https://wp.nic.do/en/policies/dispute-resolution-policy/

https://wp.nic.do/en/
https://wp.nic.do/en/policies/domain-names-delegation-policies-for-cctld-do/

Typical SLDs for businesses:
Restrictions:

Whois Link:

ASCII / IDN:

DRP Link:

Registry:

Registration Rules:

.C, .com.ec

Unrestricted

https://nic.ec/domain-registration/domain-whois-lookup.php

ASCII
https://nic.ec/content.php?action=mypages&page=Politica-de-Disputa.htmll
http://www.nic.ec
https://nic.ec/content.php?action=mypages&page=politicasGenerales.html

)
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Egypt

Typical SLDs for businesses:
Restrictions:

ASCII/ IDN:

Special Requirements / Notes:

Registry:
Registration Rules:

€4, .com.eg, yao.
Restricted
Varies

For .eg - Available for institutions of Egyptian nationality and residency, as well as holders of registered trade marks in Egypt.
For .com.eg - Domains can be registered for companies or organizations that do not have their headquarters in Egypt, on condition
of the presence of a representative or recognized agent in Egypt. For .ae. - International companies: Copy of government issued
company business registration matching domain name OR copy of Trade mark registration matching domain name. Egyptian

companies: copy of company registration and taxation card.
http://www.egregistry.eg/index-e.php
http://www.egregistry.eg/Roles&Policies.html

El Salvador

Typical SLDs for businesses:
Restrictions:

Whois Link:

ASCII/ IDN:

DRP Link:

Special Requirements / Notes:
Registry:

Registration Rules:

.8V, .com.sv
Semi-Restricted

http://www.sv/

ASCII
http://www.sv/svnet.php?url=p_urc.php
Alocal administrative contact is required.
http://www.sv/
http://lwww.sv/svnet.php?url=p_gral.php

Equatorial Guinea

Typical SLDs for businesses:
Restrictions:

Whois Link:

ASCII / IDN:

DRP Link:

Registry:

Registration Rules:

99

Unrestricted

http://www.dominio.gg/en/whois.html

ASCII
http://www.dominio.gq/gq_disputepolicy_en_v0100.pdf
http://www.dominio.gg/en/index.html?lang=en
http://www.dominio.gg/en/policies.html

Typical SLDs for businesses:
Restrictions:

Whois Link:

ASCII/ IDN:

DRP Link:

Registry:

Registration Rules:

.ee, .com.ee

Unrestricted

https://lwww.internet.ee/en

Both
http://lwww.internet.ee/domains/domain-disuptes-committee
http://lwww.internet.ee/en
https://www.internet.ee/domains/ee-domain-regulation

European Union

Typical SLDs for businesses:
Restrictions:

Whois Link:

ASCII/ IDN:

DRP Link:

Special Requirements / Notes:

Registry:
Registration Rules:

.eu, el

Restricted

https://eurid.eu/en/whois

Both
https://eurid.eu/en/register-a-eu-domain/domain-name-disputes

Any individual or organisation residing within the European Union - or Iceland, Norway and Liechtenstein - is eligible

for a .eu name. A local administrative contact is required.
http://www.eurid.eu/en
https://eurid.eu/en/register-a-eu-domain/rules-for-eu-domains/

Falkland Islands

Typical SLDs for businesses:
Restrictions:

Whois Link:

ASCII/ IDN:

Special Requirements / Notes:
Registry:

.co.fk

Restricted
http://www.fidc.co.fk

ASCII

Alocal registrant is required.
http://www.fidc.co.fk

Faroe Islands

Typical SLDs for businesses:
Restrictions:

Whois Link:

ASCII / IDN:

Special Requirements / Notes:
Registry:

Registration Rules:
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fo

Restricted

https://www.nic.fo/index.php

ASCII

Alocal registrant or a registered trade mark is required.
http://www.nic.fo

https://www.nic.fo/index.php?m_id=3017&page=info_pages&id=17
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Typical SLDs for businesses:
Restrictions:

Whois Link:

ASCII / IDN:

DRP Link:

Registry:

Registration Rules:

.com.fj

Unrestricted
http://domains.fj/public/whois.php

ASCII

http://domains.fj/public/dispute.php
http://domains.fj/public/index.php
http://domains.fj/public/regagreement.php

Finland

Typical SLDs for businesses:
Restrictions:

Whois Link:

ASCII / IDN:

DRP Link:

Registry:

Registration Rules:

fi

Unrestricted

https://domain.fi/'ssEN/DomainNameSearch/FullSearch

Both
https://www.viestintavirasto.filfen/fidomain/domainnamedisputeresolution.html
https://www.viestintavirasto.fi/en/fidomain.html
https://www.viestintavirasto.fi/attachments/maaraykset/FICORA682016M.pdf

Typical SLDs for businesses:
Restrictions:

Whois Link:

ASCII/ IDN:

DRP Link:

Special Requirements / Notes:

Registry:
Registration Rules:

fr

Semi-Restricted
https://www.afnic.fr/en/products-and-services/services/whois/
Both

https://www.afnic.fr/en/dispute-resolution/

The registrant and the administrative contacts must be located within the territory of one of the member states of
the European Union; or, within the territory of the following countries: Iceland, Liechtenstein, Norway and Switzerland.

https://www.nic.fr/en
https://www.afnic.fr/medias/documents/Cadre_legal/afnic-naming-policy-2014-12-08.pdf

French Guiana

Typical SLDs for businesses:
Restrictions:

Whois Link:

ASCII / IDN:

Registry:

Registration Rules:

af

Unrestricted

http://www.nic.gf/?id=whois

ASCII

http://www.dom-enic.com/accueil html
http://www.dom-enic.com/fileadmin/templates/domenic/docs/contrat_DOMeNIC_v2.0.pdf

French Polynesia

Typical SLDs for businesses:
Restrictions:

Whois Link:

ASCII/ IDN:

DRP Link:

Special Requirements / Notes:

Registry:
Registration Rules:

.pf

Restricted
http://www.arn.pflindex.php/component/search/?searchword=whois&searchphrase=all&ltemid=133

ASCII

http://www.icann.org/en/udrp/udrp.htm

The applicant must be based in French Polynesia or hold a registered European or International trade mark.
If the domain is based on a trade mark it must match the trade mark.

http://www.arn.pf

http://www.arn.pflimages/charte.pdf

French Southern Territories

Typical SLDs for businesses:
Restrictions:

Whois Link:

ASCII/ IDN:

DRP Link:

Special Requirements / Notes:

Registry:
Registration Rules:

i

Semi-Restricted
https://www.afnic.fr/en/products-and-services/services/whois/
Both

ttps:/lwww.afnic.fr/en/dispute-resolution/

The registrant and the administrative contacts must be located within the territory of one of the member states of the European Union;

or, within the territory of the following countries: Iceland, Liechtenstein, Norway and Switzerland.
https://www.afnic.fr/en
https://www.afnic.fr/medias/documents/Cadre_legal/afnic-naming-policy-2014-12-08.pdf

Typical SLDs for businesses:
Restrictions:

Whois Link:

ASCII / IDN:

Registry:

Registration Rules:

.ga

Unrestricted
http://www.my.ga/en/whois.html
ASCII
http://www.my.ga/en/index.html
http://www.my.ga/en/policies.html
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Typical SLDs for businesses:
Restrictions:

Whois Link:

ASCII / IDN:

DRP Link:

Special Requirements / Notes:
Registry:

Registration Rules:

.gm
Semi-Restricted

http://www.nic.gm/htmipages/whois.htm

ASCII
https://www.icann.org/resources/pages/policy-2012-02-25-en
The registrant must have a connection to this country.
http://www.nic.gm
http://www.nic.gm/htmipages/gm-policy.htm

0

Georgia

Typical SLDs for businesses:
Restrictions:

Whois Link:

ASCII / IDN:

DRP Link:

Special Requirements / Notes:
Registry:

Registration Rules:

.ge, .com.ge, .39
Restricted

http://www.registration.ge

Varies
http://www.registration.ge/Service/Rules
Alocal registrant is required.
http://www.registration.ge
http://www.registration.ge/Service/Rules

Gl

Germany

Typical SLDs for businesses:
Restrictions:

Whois Link:

ASCII / IDN:

DRP Link:

Special Requirements / Notes:
Registry:

Registration Rules:

de

Semi-Restricted
https://www.denic.de/webwhois-web20/?lang=en
Both

https://www.denic.de/en/service/dispute

Alocal administrative contact is required.
http://www.denic.de

https://www.denic.de/en/domains/de-domains/domain-terms-and-conditions

Typical SLDs for businesses:
Restrictions:

Whois Link:

ASCII / IDN:

DRP Link:

Special Requirements / Notes:

Registry:
Registration Rules:

.gh, .com.gh

Restricted

http://www.nic.gh/whois.html

ASCII
http://www.icann.org/en/help/dndr/udrp/policy

Alocal registrant is required, or the registrant must own a registered local (national) trade mark. The domain chosen must

exactly match the trade mark.
http://www.nic.gh/
http://www.nic.gh

Typical SLDs for businesses:
Restrictions:

Whois Link:

ASCII / IDN:

DRP Link:

Special Requirements / Notes:
Registry:

Registration Rules:

.gi, .com.gi

Restrictions vary
http://www.nic.gi/domain-registration/domain-whois-lookup.php
ASCII

http://www.nic.gi/support/legal.php?requestfor=registraragreement&from=agree_page

For .gi - A local registrant is required.
http://www.nic.gi

http://www.nic.gi/support/legal.php?requestfor=registraragreement&from=agree_page

Typical SLDs for businesses:
Restrictions:

Whois Link:

ASCII / IDN:

DRP Link:

Registry:

Registration Rules:

.gr, .com.gr
Unrestricted
https://grweb.ics.forth.gr/public/whois
Both

http://www.eett.gr/lopencms/opencms/EETT_EN/AdviceForConsumers/Information_about_Postal_Services/resolProc.html

http://www.gr
https://grweb.ics.forth.gr/public/domains/regulation

Greenland

Typical SLDs for businesses:
Restrictions:

Whois Link:

ASCII / IDN:

Registry:

Registration Rules:
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.gl, .com.gl, .co.gl

Unrestricted
http://whois.nic.gl/whois.jsp

ASCII

http://www.nic.gl
http://nic.gl/registration-agreement
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Grenada

Registration Rules:

http://www.nic.gp/index.php?action=tou

Typical SLDs for businesses:
Restrictions:

.com.gu
Restricted

Typical SLDs for businesses: .ad
Restrictions:  Unrestricted
Whois Link:  http://www.nic.gd/whois.php
ASCII/IDN:  ASCII
DRP Link:  http://www.nic.gd/terms.php
Registry:  http://www.nic.gd
Registration Rules:  http:/nic.gd/terms.php
Typical SLDs for businesses: .gp, .com.gp
Restrictions: ~ Unrestricted
Whois Link:  http://whois.nic.gp/
ASCII/IDN:  ASCII
DRP Link:  http://www.nic.gp/index.php?action=tou
Registry:  http://www.nic.gp

Whois Link:

ASCII / IDN:

DRP Link:

Special Requirements / Notes:
Registry:

Registration Rules:

http://gadao.gov.gu/dtsearch.html

ASCII

http://www.wipo.int/amc/en/domains

Alocal registrant is required.

http://gadao.gov.gu
http://gadao.gov.gu/guam.domain.procedures. txt

Guatemala

Typical SLDs for businesses:
Restrictions:

Whois Link:

ASCII / IDN:

DRP Link:

Registry:

Registration Rules:

.gt, .com.gt

Unrestricted
http://www.gt/index.php?lang=en

Both
http://www.gt/dispute_policy.php?lang=en
http://www.gt/index.php?lang=en
http://www.gt/registration_policy.php?lang=en

Guernsey

Typical SLDs for businesses:
Restrictions:

Whois Link:

ASCII / IDN:

DRP Link:

Registry:

Registration Rules:

.99, .co.99
Unrestricted

https://www.channelisles.net/make-changes-1/whois/public-whois
ASCII

https://www.channelisles.net/legal/dispute-resolution
http://www.channelisles.net
https://www.channelisles.net/legal/terms-and-conditions-1

Typical SLDs for businesses:
Restrictions:

ASCII / IDN:

Special Requirements / Notes:

Registry:
Registration Rules:

.com.gn
Restricted

ASCII

Alocal registrant is required who must demonstrate intent to use the domain name on a regular
basis on the internet.

http://psg.com/dns/gn

http://psg.com/dns/gn/gn.txt

Guinea-Bissau

Typical SLDs for businesses:
Restrictions:

Whois Link:

ASCII / IDN:

DRP Link:

Special Requirements / Notes:
Registry:

Registration Rules:

gw
Semi-Restricted
http://nic.gw/en/whois
Both
http://nic.gw/en/rules

The domain must be based on the company name or a local or international trade mark valid in Guinea Bissau.

http://nic.gw/en
http://nic.gw/en/rules
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Guyana

Typical SLDs for businesses:
Restrictions:

Whois Link:

ASCII / IDN:

DRP Link:

Registry:

Registration Rules:

-gy, .com.gy, .co.gy
Unrestricted

http://registry.gy/whois.html

ASCII
http://registry.gy/download/gy.ra.pdf
http://registry.gy/index.html
http://registry.gy/policies.html

Typical SLDs for businesses:
Restrictions:

Whois Link:

ASCII / IDN:

Registry:

Registration Rules:

ht, .com.ht

Unrestricted
http://whois.coccaregistry.org/whois.jsp
ASCII

http://www.nic.ht
https://nic.ht/charte-de-nommage

Heard Island And
Mcdonald Islands

Typical SLDs for businesses:
Restrictions:

Whois Link:

ASCII / IDN:

Registry:

Registration Rules:

.hm

Unrestricted

http://www.registry.nm

ASCII

http://www.registry.nm
http://www.registry.nm/HR_conditions.php

Typical SLDs for businesses:
Restrictions:

Whois Link:

ASCII / IDN:

DRP Link:

Registry:

Registration Rules:

.hn, .com.hn

Unrestricted

http://whois.coccaregistry.org/whois.jsp

ASCII
http://www.wipo.int/amc/en/domains/cctld/hn/index.html
http:/nic.hn

http:/nic.hn/en/politicas

v &

Hong Kong

Typical SLDs for businesses:
Restrictions:

Whois Link:

ASCII / IDN:

DRP Link:

Special Requirements / Notes:
Registry:

Registration Rules:

hk, .com.hk, FE, A8 FiE

Restrictions vary

https://www.hkirc.hk/whois/whois.jsp

Varies

https://www.hkirc.hk/content.jsp?id=24#!/25

For .com.hk and .2 &]. & - Alocal registrant is required.
https://www.hkirc.hk

https://www.hkirc.hk/content.jsp?id=6

Hungary

Typical SLDs for businesses:
Restrictions:

Whois Link:

ASCII / IDN:

DRP Link:

Special Requirements / Notes:

Registry:
Registration Rules:

.hu, .co.hu

Semi-Restricted
http://www.domain.hu/domain/English/szabad-e
Both

http://www.domain.hu/domain/English/adr

For .hu - Open to entities established in the territory of the European Union, a Council of Europe, an EEA or EFTA country or a
neighbouring country of Hungary or the beneficiary of a trade mark registered with the Hungarian Patent Office or granted protection
rights in Hungary. For .co.hu - A local administrative contact with a postal address in Hungary is required.

http://www.nic.hu/English

http://www.domain.hu/domain/English/szabalyzat/szabalyzat.html

0O €©

Typical SLDs for businesses:
Restrictions:

Whois Link:

ASCII / IDN:

DRP Link:

Registry:

Registration Rules:
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Jis

Unrestricted
https://www.isnic.is/en/whois/search
Both
https://www.isnic.is/en/domain/dispute
https://www.isnic.is/en
https://www.isnic.is/en/domain/rules
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Typical SLDs for businesses:
Restrictions:

Whois Link:

ASCII / IDN:

DRP Link:

Registry:

Registration Rules:

.in, .co.in, AR

Unrestricted

https://www.registry.in/WHOIS

Varies
https://www.registry.in/Policies/Dispute%20Resolution
https://registry.in

https://www.registry.in/Policies

Indonesia

Typical SLDs for businesses:
Restrictions:

Whois Link:

ASCII/ IDN:

DRP Link:

Special Requirements / Notes:
Registry:

Registration Rules:

.id, .co.id

Restrictions vary

https://whois.pandi.id

Varies

https://pandi.id/en/policy/pandi-policy/

For .co.id - Alocal registrant and a local administrative contact required.
https://pandi.id/en/

https://pandi.id/en/policy/pandi-policy/

P

Iran, Islamic Republic Of

Typical SLDs for businesses:
Restrictions:

Whois Link:

ASCII / IDN:

DRP Link:

Special Requirements / Notes:
Registry:

Registration Rules:

Jr, .co.ir, Sl

Restrictions vary

http://whois.nic.irf WHOIS

Varies
http://www.nic.ir/Dispute_Resolution_Policy_ir

For .co.ir - Domain has to exactly much the registrant's company name or a trade mark. Iranian registered trade mark accepted.

http://www.nic.ir
http://www.nic.ir/Rules_and_Contracts

Iraq

Typical SLDs for businesses:
Restrictions:

Whois Link:

ASCII/ IDN:

DRP Link:

Special Requirements / Notes:
Registry:

Registration Rules:

09, Gl e

Restricted

http://whois.cmc.ig/whois.jsp

Varies
http://www.cmc.ig/en/pdfemc/IQ/EN/Procedures%20for%20the%20settiement%200f%20disputes. pdf
Alocal registrant is required.

http://www.cmc.ig/en/ig.html

http://www.cmc.ig/en/ig.html

Typical SLDs for businesses:
Restrictions:

Whois Link:

ASCII/ IDN:

DRP Link:

Special Requirements / Notes:

Registry:
Registration Rules:

ie

Semi-Restricted

https://www.iedr.ie/

Both
https://www.iedr.ie/dispute-resolution

Alocal registrant is required, or the registrant must own a registered local trade mark. The registrant must have

a connection with this country.
http://www.domainregistry.ie
https://www.iedr.ie/registrations-policy

Typical SLDs for businesses:
Restrictions:

Whois Link:

ASCII / IDN:

DRP Link:

Registry:

Registration Rules:

.im, .co.im

Unrestricted
https://www.nic.im/public/whois.mth

ASCII
https://www.nic.im/public/disputeresolution.mth
http://www.nic.im
https://www.nic.im/pdfs/IMRules.pdf

Typical SLDs for businesses:
Restrictions:

Whois Link:

ASCII/ IDN:

DRP Link:

Registry:

Registration Rules:

.co.il

Unrestricted

http://en.isoc.org.il/

Both

http://en.isoc.org.il/domains/ildrp.html
http://en.isoc.org.il/
http://en.isoc.org.il/domains/il-domain-rules.html
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ltaly

Typical SLDs for businesses:
Restrictions:

Whois Link:

ASCII/ IDN:

DRP Link:

Special Requirements / Notes:

Registry:
Registration Rules:

t, .co.it

Semi-Restricted
http://www.nic.it/web-whois

Varies
http://www.nic.it/en/register-your-it/legal

Registration of domains is permitted only to persons who have citizenship, residence or a registered office in the
countries of the European Economic Area (EEA), the Vatican, the Republic of San Marino, and Switzerland.

http://www.nic.it
http://www.nic.it/sites/default/files/docs/Regulation_assignation_v7.1.pdf

Jamaica

Typical SLDs for businesses:
Restrictions:

Whois Link:

ASCII / IDN:

Registry:

.com.jm

Unrestricted
http://www.mona.uwi.edu/mits
ASCII
http://www.mona.uwi.edu/mits

Japan

Typical SLDs for businesses:
Restrictions:

Whois Link:

ASCII/ IDN:

DRP Link:

Special Requirements / Notes:

Registry:
Registration Rules:

Jp, .co.jp

Restrictions vary
http://whois.jprs.jp/en

Varies
http://www.nic.ad.jp/en/drp/index.html

For .jp - Alocal address and phone number is required. For .co.jp - A local registrant and administrative contact is required.

One domain name per organization.
http://jprs.co.jp/en
http://jprs.co.jp/en/GUJP-Eng.pdf

Jersey

Typical SLDs for businesses:
Restrictions:

Whois Link:

ASCII / IDN:

DRP Link:

Registry:

Registration Rules:

Je, .co.je

Unrestricted
https://lwww.channelisles.net/make-changes-1/whois/public-whois
ASCII

https://lwww.channelisles.net/legal/dispute-resolution
http://www.channelisles.net
https://lwww.channelisles.net/legal/terms-and-conditions-1

Jordan

Typical SLDs for businesses:
Restrictions:

Whois Link:

ASCII/ IDN:

DRP Link:

Special Requirements / Notes:

Registry:
Registration Rules:

jo, .com,jo, LY.

Restrictions vary

https://www.dns.jo/Whois.aspx

Varies
http://www.dns.jo/Registration_policy.aspx#third_detail

A Community Trade Mark (CTM), National trade mark or International trade mark may be used as the basis for registration.
The domain chosen must match or be similar to the registrant company name or one of their trade marks.

https://www.dns.jo/login.aspx
https://lwww.dns.jo/Registration_policy.aspx

Typical SLDs for businesses:
Restrictions:

Whois Link:

ASCII/ IDN:

DRP Link:

Special Requirements / Notes:

Registry:
Registration Rules:

kz, .com.kz, .ka3

Restrictions vary

http://www.nic.kz/cgi-bin/whois

Varies

http://www.nic.kz/rules/policy.jsp

For .kz - Local name servers are required.

For .ka3 - Registered domain names should contain Cyrillic Kazakh alphabetical characters.
http://www.nic.kz

http://www.nic.kz/rules/

Typical SLDs for businesses:
Restrictions:

Whois Link:

ASCII / IDN:

DRP Link:

Special Requirements / Notes:
Registry:

Registration Rules:
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ke, .co.ke

Semi-Restricted
http://www.kenic.or.ke/index.php/en/
ASCII

http://www.kenic.or.ke/index.php/en/alternate-dispute-resolution-policy/alternate-dispute-resolution-policy

Alocal administrative contact is required.
http://www.kenic.or.ke/index.php/en/
http://www.kenic.or.ke/index.php/en/second-level-domain-policy/sld-policy
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Typical SLDs for businesses:
Restrictions:

Whois Link:

ASCII / IDN:

DRP Link:

Registry:

Registration Rules:

ki, .com ki

Unrestricted
http://whois.coccaregistry.orgiwhois.jsp
ASCII

http://www.icann.org/en/udrp

http://www.cck.kifindex.php/services/domain-name-system.html
http://www.cck kifindex.php/downloads/finish/24-all-services/61-kiribati-domain-name-service-agreement-for-2nd-level-domain-names

Korea, Republic Of

Typical SLDs for businesses:
Restrictions:

Whois Link:

ASCII/ IDN:

DRP Link:

Special Requirements / Notes:

Registry:
Registration Rules:

-

kr, .co.kr, . St=

Restricted
https://whois.kisa.or.kr/kor/main.jsp
Varies
http://krnic.or.kr/jsp/eng/domain/policy.jsp
Alocal registrant is required.

For .kr - Alocal administrative contact is required. .

http://krnic.or.kr/jsp/eng/intro/intro.jsp
http://krnic.or.kr/jsp/eng/domain/policy.jsp

Sk= - Intended for non-profit organizations.

Typical SLDs for businesses:
Restrictions:

Whois Link:

ASCII / IDN:

DRP Link:

Special Requirements / Notes:
Registry:

Registration Rules:

.com.kw

Restricted
http://whois.kw/en/whois/
ASCII
http://www.kw/en/policies/
Alocal registrant is required.
http://www.kw/en/
http://www.kw/en/policies/

Kyrgyzstan

Typical SLDs for businesses:
Restrictions:

Whois Link:

ASCII / IDN:

Registry:

Registration Rules:

kg, .com.kg

Unrestricted
http://www.domain.kg/whois.html
ASCII

https://www.cctld.kg/
https://www.cctld.kg/regulation.htm

Lao People's Democratic
Republic

Typical SLDs for businesses:
Restrictions:

Whois Link:

ASCII / IDN:

DRP Link:

Registry:

Registration Rules:

Ja

Unrestricted
https://www.la/whois
Both
https://www.la/dispute
http://www.la
https://www.la/terms

Latvia

Typical SLDs for businesses:
Restrictions:

Whois Link:

ASCII / IDN:

DRP Link:

Registry:

Registration Rules:

v, .com.lv

Unrestricted
https://www.nic.lv/whois?lang=en
Both

https://www.nic.lv/en/policy
https://www.nic.lv
https://www.nic.Iv/en/policy

Lebanon

Typical SLDs for businesses:
Restrictions:

Whois Link:

ASCII/ IDN:

DRP Link:

Special Requirements / Notes:

Registry:
Registration Rules:

.com.lb

Restricted
http://web.aub.edu.lb/cgi-bin/lbdr.pl
ASCII

http://www.isoc.org.Ib/lbdr

Alocal registrant is required, and they must own a registered local trade mark under Class 35. A National trade mark
must be used as the basis for registration. The domain chosen must exactly match the trade mark owned by the registrant.

http://www.isoc.org.Ib/lbdr
http://www.isoc.org.Ib/lbdr
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Lesotho

Typical SLDs for businesses:
Restrictions:

Whois Link:

ASCII / IDN:

DRP Link:

Registry:

Registration Rules:

.co.ls

Unrestricted

http://www.nic.Is/Search%20Domain.html

ASCII
http://mail-hosting.nic.Is/Isnic/community/policies/domain_name_registration_policy_v1.0.0.pdf
http://www.nic.ls/
http://mail-hosting.nic.Is/Isnic/community/policies/domain_name_registration_policy_v1.0.0.pdf

Liberia

Typical SLDs for businesses:
Restrictions:

ASCII / IDN:

Special Requirements / Notes:
Registry:

Registration Rules:

.com.Ir

Restricted

ASCII

The applicant and the administrative contact must be in Liberia. One registration permitted per organisation.
http://psg.com/dns/Ir

http://psg.com/dns/Ir/Ir.txt

Libyan Arab Jamahiriya

Typical SLDs for businesses:
Restrictions:

Whois Link:

ASCII / IDN:

DRP Link:

Registry:

Registration Rules:

Iy, .com.ly

Unrestricted
http://www.nic.ly/whois.php
ASCII
http://www.nic.ly/regulations.php
http://www.nic.ly
http://www.nic.ly/regulations.php

Liechtenstein

Typical SLDs for businesses:
Restrictions:

Whois Link:

ASCII / IDN:

DRP Link:

Registry:

Registration Rules:

i

Unrestricted
https://www.nic.liilwhois/
Both
https://www.nic.li/disputes/
https://www.nic.li/
https://www.nic.lifterms/

Lithuania

Typical SLDs for businesses:
Restrictions:

Whois Link:

ASCII / IDN:

DRP Link:

Registry:

Registration Rules:

It

Unrestricted

http://www.domreg.lt/whois

Both
http://www.domreg.It/static/doc/public/procedural_regulation-en.pdf
http://www.domreg.It
http://www.domreg.It/static/doc/public/procedural_regulation-en.pdf

Luxembourg

Typical SLDs for businesses:
Restrictions:

Whois Link:

ASCII / IDN:

DRP Link:

Registry:

Registration Rules:

Ju

Unrestricted
https://lwww.dns.lu/en/support/domainname-availability/whois-gateway/

Both

http://lwww.dns.lu/en/support/fag/litiges-de-noms-de-domaine/87/
http://www.dns.lu
http://lwww.dns.lu/en/support/general-information/domain-name-policy-lu-charter/

Typical SLDs for businesses:
Restrictions:

Whois Link:

ASCII / IDN:

DRP Link:

Special Requirements / Notes:
Registry:

Registration Rules:
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.mo, .com.mo, . &].mo

Restricted

https://www.monic.mo/monic/faces/whois

Varies
https://www.monic.mo/monic/faces/viewDisputativeDomains
A local administrative contact is required.
https://www.monic.mo/monic/faces/index
https://www.monic.mo/monic/faces/regulation
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Macedonia, The Former
Yugoslav Republic Of

Typical SLDs for businesses:
Restrictions:

Whois Link:

ASCII / IDN:

DRP Link:

Registry:

Registration Rules:

Madagascar

Typical SLDs for businesses:
Restrictions:

Whois Link:

ASCII / IDN:

Registry:

Registration Rules:

Typical SLDs for businesses:
Restrictions:

Whois Link:

ASCII / IDN:

DRP Link:

Registry:

Registration Rules:

Malaysia

Typical SLDs for businesses:
Restrictions:

Whois Link:

ASCII / IDN:

DRP Link:

Special Requirements / Notes:
Registry:

Registration Rules:

Maldives

Typical SLDs for businesses:
Restrictions:

ASCII / IDN:

Special Requirements / Notes:
Registry:

Registration Rules:

Typical SLDs for businesses:
Restrictions:

Whois Link:

ASCII / IDN:

DRP Link:

Registry:

Registration Rules:

Typical SLDs for businesses:
Restrictions:

Whois Link:

ASCII/ IDN:

DRP Link:

Special Requirements / Notes:

Registry:
Registration Rules:

.mk, .com.mk, .Mk

Unrestricted

http://whois.marnet.mk

Varies

http://marnet.mk/doc/arbitrazen-pravilnik.pdf

http://marnet.mk
http://marnet.mk/en/domenillegislativa/pravilnik-za-registracija/

.mg, .com.mg
Unrestricted
http://whois.nic.mg/whois.jsp
ASCII

http://www.nic.mg
http://www.nic.mg

.Mmw, .com.mw, .co.mw
Unrestricted
http://www.sdnp.registrar.mw/whois-intro.php
ASCII

http://www.icann.org/udrp/
http://www.registrar.mw
http://www.sdnp.registrar.mw/policy.php

my, .com.my, L jlla.

Restricted

http://whois.domainregistry.my

Varies

http://www.mynic.my/en/dispute.php?id=74

Alocal registrant and a local administrative contact required.
http://www.mynic.my/en/index.php
http://www.mynic.my/en/agreement.php

.mv, .com.mv

Restricted

ASCII

Alocal presence is required.
https://www.dhiraagu.com.mv/SME_Domain_Name.aspx
https://www.dhiraagu.com.mv/SME_Domain_Name.aspx

.ml

Unrestricted

http://www.point.ml/en/whois.html

ASCII
http://www.point.ml/en/ml_disputepolicy_en_v0100.pdf
http://www.point.ml/en/index.html
http://www.point.ml/en/fag.html

.mt, .com.mt

Restrictions vary
https://www.nic.org.mt/dotmt
Varies
https://www.nic.org.mt/dotmt

v O 606 G 6 @ @

For .com.mt - A registrant is required to declare the right to use the name as a Full Trade Mark or Trade or
Business Name in accordance with Maltese Law. Apart from this, there is no requirement for the holder to be

established in Malta.
https://www.nic.org.mt/dotmt
https://www.nic.org.mt/dotmt/policy.php#structure
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Martinique

Typical SLDs for businesses:
Restrictions:

Whois Link:

ASCII / IDN:

Registry:

Registration Rules:

.mq 2] 3
Unrestricted N B
http://www.dom-enic.com/whois.html

ASCII
http://www.nic.mq
http://www.dom-enic.com/informations/information-ma.html

Typical SLDs for businesses:
Restrictions:

Whois Link:

ASCII / IDN:

Special Requirements / Notes:
Registry:

Registration Rules:

.mr
Semi-Restricted

http://www.nic.mr

ASCII

Alocal administrative contact is required.
http://www.nic.mr

http://www.nic.mr

Typical SLDs for businesses:
Restrictions:

Whois Link:

ASCII / IDN:

DRP Link:

Registry:

Registration Rules:

Unrestricted
http://www.nic.mu/index.php/whois.html
ASCII
http://www.nic.mu/index.php/complaints.html
http://www.nic.mu
http://www.nic.mu/index.php/policies.html

.mu, .com.mu, .co.mu .

Mayotte

Typical SLDs for businesses:
Restrictions:

Whois Link:

ASCII/ IDN:

DRP Link:

Special Requirements / Notes:

Registry:
Registration Rules:

yt

Semi-Restricted

https://www.afnic.fr/en/products-and-services/services/whois/

Both

http://www.afnic.fr/en/dispute-resolution

The registrant and the administrative contacts must be located within the territory of one of the member states of the
European Union; or, within the territory of the following countries: Iceland, Liechtenstein, Norway and Switzerland.
http://www.nic.yt

https://www.afnic.fr/medias/documents/Cadre_legal/afnic-naming-policy-2014-12-08.pdf

Typical SLDs for businesses:
Restrictions:

Whois Link:

ASCII / IDN:

DRP Link:

Registry:

Registration Rules:

http://www.registry.mx/jsf/static_content/domain/policies_second.jsf?Ing=en

ASCII
http://www.registry.mx/jsf/static_content/domain/policies_first_new.jsf

Micronesia, Federated States Of

Typical SLDs for businesses:
Restrictions:

Whois Link:

ASCII / IDN:

DRP Link:

Registry:

Registration Rules:

fm

Unrestricted
http://dot.fm/whois

ASCII
http://www.dot.fm/dispute.cfm
http://dot.fm
http://dot.fm/policy.cfm

.MX, .com.mx

Unrestricted

http://whois.mx
http://www.registry.mx/?Ing=en

Moldova, Republic Of

Typical SLDs for businesses:
Restrictions:

Whois Link:

ASCII / IDN:

DRP Link:

Registry:

Registration Rules:
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.md

Unrestricted

http://www.nic.md/wh1.php

ASCII
https://www.icann.org/resources/pages/help/dndr/udrp-en
https://nic.md/

https://nic.md/
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Typical SLDs for businesses:
Restrictions:

Whois Link:

ASCII/ IDN:

Special Requirements / Notes:

Registry:
Registration Rules:

.mc
Restricted
http://www.nic.mc/mcNicMain-us.html
ASCII

Alocal registrant and a local administrative contact is required. The domain chosen must exactly

match the registrant company name.
http://www.nic.mc
http://www.nic.mc/mcNicMain-us.html

Mongolia

Typical SLDs for businesses:
Restrictions:

Whois Link:

ASCII / IDN:

DRP Link:

Registry:

Registration Rules:

.mn, .MOH
Unrestricted

http://domain.mn/domain-registration/domain-whois-lookup.php

Varies
http://file.domain.mn/Domain_name_registration_policies.pdf
http://www.nic.mn
http://file.domain.mn/Domain_name_registration_policies.pdf

e O

Montenegro

Typical SLDs for businesses:
Restrictions:

Whois Link:

ASCII / IDN:

DRP Link:

Registry:

Registration Rules:

.me

Unrestricted

http://www.domain.me

ASCII
http://domain.me/files/ME-UDRP-Policy.pdf
http://www.domain.me
http://domain.me/policies/

Typical SLDs for businesses:
Restrictions:

Whois Link:

ASCII / IDN:

DRP Link:

Registry:

Registration Rules:

.ms, .com.ms
Unrestricted

http://whois.nic.ms/whois.jsp

ASCII
http:/nic.ms/pdf/44_complaint_resolution_service.pdf
http:/nic.ms

http:/nic.ms/ms-policies

Typical SLDs for businesses:
Restrictions:

Whois Link:

ASCII / IDN:

DRP Link:

Special Requirements / Notes:
Registry:

Registration Rules:

.ma, .co.ma
Semi-Restricted

http://www.registre.ma/?page_id=332

Both
http://www.wipo.int/amc/fr/domains/rules/cctid/ma/index.html
Alocal administrative contact is required.
http://www.registre.ma
http://www.registre.ma/ressources/reglementation

Mozambique

Typical SLDs for businesses:
Restrictions:

Whois Link:

ASCII / IDN:

Registry:

.co.mz
Unrestricted
http://whois.nic.mz/whois.jsp
ASCII

http://www.uem.mz

Myanmar

Typical SLDs for businesses:
Restrictions:

Whois Link:

ASCII / IDN:

Special Requirements / Notes:
Registry:

Registration Rules:

.com.mm
Restricted
http://www.mmnic.net.mm/domainchecker.php
ASCII

Registration is open to all Myanmar business entities or foreign entities registered in Myanmar.

http://www.mmnic.net.mm/index.php

http://www.mmnic.net. mm/knowledgebase.php?action=displayarticle&id=1

O D © ©
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Typical SLDs for businesses:
Restrictions:

Whois Link:

ASCII / IDN:

DRP Link:

Registry:

Registration Rules:

.na, .com.na, .co.na
Unrestricted
https://whois.na-nic.com.na/whois.jsp
ASCII
https://cocca.com.au/pdf/overview.pdf
http://www.na-nic.com.na

http://www.na-nic.com.na/index.php?option=com_content&view=category&id=3&ltemid=7

Typical SLDs for businesses:
Restrictions:

Whois Link:

ASCII/ IDN:

DRP Link:

Registry:

Registration Rules:

.nr, .com.nr
Unrestricted
http://www.cenpac.net.nr/dns/whois.html
ASCII
http://cenpac.net.nr/dns/dispute.html
http://lwww.cenpac.net.nr
http://www.cenpac.net.nr/dns/index.html

Typical SLDs for businesses:
Restrictions:

Whois Link:

ASCII/ IDN:

Special Requirements / Notes:

Registry:
Registration Rules:

.com.np
Restricted

http://www.mos.com.np/domain-registration.php

ASCII

Foreign corporations/Multi-national companies can only register domains that suggest their company/trade names
and cannot register other generic domains and are required to have an official presence in Nepal.
http://www.mos.com.np/domain-registration.php

http://www.mos.com.np/domain-registration.php

Netherlands

Typical SLDs for businesses:
Restrictions:

Whois Link:

ASCII/ IDN:

DRP Link:

Registry:

Registration Rules:

Al

Unrestricted
https://www.sidn.nl/whois?language_id=2
ASCII

https://www.sidn.nl/downloads/procedures/Dispute+Resolution+Regulations+for+nl+Domain+Names.pdf

https://www.sidn.nl

O & & &

https://www.sidn.nl/downloads/terms-and-conditions/General%20Terms%20and%20Conditions%20for%20n|%20Registrants.pdf

New Caledonia

Typical SLDs for businesses:
Restrictions:

Whois Link:

ASCII / IDN:

Special Requirements / Notes:
Registry:

Registration Rules:

.nc
Restricted
http://www.domaine.nc/whos
ASCI

Alocal registrant and a local administrative contact is required.

http://www.domaine.nc/en/register.html

http://lwww.domaine.nc/charte/charte-en-20100603.pdf

New Zealand

Typical SLDs for businesses:
Restrictions:

Whois Link:

ASCII/ IDN:

DRP Link:

Registry:

Registration Rules:

Nz, .co.nz
Unrestricted
http://lwww.dnc.org.nz
Both

https://dnc.org.nz/sites/default/files/2015-12/dispute_resolution_service.pdf

http://lwww.dnc.org.nz

https://www.dnc.org.nz/the-commission/policies

Nicaragua

Typical SLDs for businesses:
Restrictions:

Whois Link:

ASCII / IDN:

DRP Link:

Registry:

Registration Rules:
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.ni, .com.ni

Unrestricted
http://www.nic.ni/Home/Whois

ASCII
http://www.nic.ni/Home/ObtenerDominio/
http://www.nic.ni
http://www.nic.ni/Home/ObtenerDominio/

0O © ©



Gazetteer of ccTLD registries continued...

Typical SLDs for businesses:
Restrictions:

ASCII / IDN:

Special Requirements / Notes:
Registry:

Registration Rules:

.ne
Restricted
ASCI

Alocal registrant and a local administrative contact required.

http://www.intnet.ne
http://www.intnet.ne

Typical SLDs for businesses:
Restrictions:

Whois Link:

ASCII / IDN:

DRP Link:

Registry:

Registration Rules:

.ng, .com.ng

Unrestricted
http://whois.nic.net.ng/whois.jsp
ASCII

http://www.nira.org.ng/images/Policies/NIRA_DISPUTE_RESOLUTION_POLICY.pdf

http://www.nira.org.ng
http://www.nira.org.ng/legal/policy

Typical SLDs for businesses:
Restrictions:

Whois Link:

ASCII / IDN:

DRP Link:

Registry:

Registration Rules:

.nu

Unrestricted
https://www.iis.se/english/domains/free
Both

https://www.iis.se/english/dispute_resolution/for-nu

https://www.iis.se/english

https://www.iis.se/docs/terms-and-conditions-nu.pdf

B O ©

Norfolk Island

Typical SLDs for businesses: .nf, .com.nf
Restrictions: Unrestricted
Whois Link:  http://whois.coccaregistry.org/whois.jsp
ASCII/IDN:  ASCII
DRP Link:  https://nic.nff#three
Registry:  http:/nic.nf
Typical SLDs for businesses: ~ .mp
Restrictions:  Unrestricted
Whois Link:  hitp://get.mp
ASCII/IDN:  ASCII
DRP Link: http://get. mp/site/page/view/udrp.dispute-resolution-policy
Registry:  https://get.mp

Registration Rules:

http://get.mp/site/page/view/udrp.registration-and-service-agreement

Norway

Typical SLDs for businesses:
Restrictions:

Whois Link:

ASCII / IDN:

DRP Link:

Special Requirements / Notes:
Registry:

Registration Rules:

.no
Restricted

http://www.norid.no/domenenavnbaser/whois/index.en.php

Both

https://www.norid.no/en/domenekonflikter/
Alocal registrant and a local administrative contact required.

https://www.norid.no/index.en.html
http://www.norid.no/navnepolitikk.en.html

Typical SLDs for businesses:
Restrictions:

Whois Link:

ASCII/ IDN:

Special Requirements / Notes:

Registry:
Registration Rules:

.0m, .com.om, .C0.0M, (jac.,
Semi-Restricted

http://www.registry.om/om/en/?page_id=201

Varies

For .com.om and .co.om - For registered companies and businesses in the Sultanate.

¢ v ©

For.omand _jec. - For the Omani Government agencies, registered organizations in Oman and Omani citizens

http://www.registry.om/om/en

http://www.registry.om/om/en/wp-content/uploads/2012/04/Domain_Name_Regulation.pdf

www.comlaude.com 207



Gazetteer of ccTLD registries continued...

Typical SLDs for businesses:
Restrictions:

Whois Link:

ASCII / IDN:

DRP Link:

Registry:

Registration Rules:

.pk, .com.pk

Unrestricted

http://pknic.net.pk

ASCII
http://pknic.net.pk/policy-udrp-amend100.html
http://www.pknic.net.pk
http://pknic.net.pk/policy.html

Typical SLDs for businesses:
Restrictions:

Whois Link:

ASCII / IDN:

DRP Link:

Registry:

Registration Rules:

pw
Unrestricted

http://registry.pw/whois

Both
http://registry.pw/policies/domain-dispute-policy
http://registry.pw

http://registry.pw/policies

Palestine

Typical SLDs for businesses:
Restrictions:

Whois Link:

ASCII / IDN:

DRP Link:

Registry:

Registration Rules:

ps, .com.ps, ‘plali.

Unrestricted
http://www.pnina.ps/domains/whois

Varies
http://www.pnina.ps/domains/dispute-resolution
http://www.pnina.ps
http://www.pnina.ps/domains/registration-policy

Panama

Typical SLDs for businesses:
Restrictions:

Whois Link:

ASCII/ IDN:

DRP Link:

Special Requirements / Notes:

.pa, .com.pa
Restrictions vary

http://www.nic.pa/

ASCII

http://lwww.icann.org/en/udrp

Until further notice, a second-level domain name .pa is available only to a registrant that registered the same
domain name under a third-level .pa before 31 December 2014.

Registry:  http://www.nic.pa
Registration Rules:  http://www.nic.pa
Papua New Guinea
Typical SLDs for businesses: ~ .com.pg
Restrictions: Restricted
ASCII/IDN:  ASCII

Special Requirements / Notes:

Registry:
Registration Rules:

Alocal registrant is required, or the registrant must have a connection with this country.
The domain chosen must be similar to the registrant company name.
http://www.unitech.ac.pg/resources/icts/domainregistry
http://www.unitech.ac.pg/sites/default/files/images/Domain%20Registration%20Policy.pdf

Paraguay

Typical SLDs for businesses:
Restrictions:

Whois Link:

ASCII / IDN:

Special Requirements / Notes:
Registry:

Registration Rules:

.com.py
Semi-Restricted
http://www.nic.py

ASCII

Local billing contact required.
http://www.nic.py
http://www.nic.py/pautas.php

Typical SLDs for businesses:
Restrictions:

Whois Link:

ASCII / IDN:

DRP Link:

Registry:

Registration Rules:
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.pe, .com.pe
Unrestricted

https://punto.pe/whois.php

Both
http://www.punto.pe/archivos/Politica_de_Solucion_de_Controversias3.pdf
https://punto.pe

https://punto.pe/policy.php
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Philippines

Typical SLDs for businesses:
Restrictions:

Whois Link:

ASCII / IDN:

DRP Link:

Registry:

Registration Rules:

.ph, .com.ph

Unrestricted

https://whois.dot.ph/

ASCII
https://new.dot.ph/corporate/udrp
https://new.dot.ph/
https://new.dot.ph/corporate/dnraip

Typical SLDs for businesses:
Restrictions:

Whois Link:

ASCII / IDN:

DRP Link:

Registry:

Registration Rules:

.pn, .co.pn
Unrestricted
http://www.government.pn/PnRegistry/whois.html
ASCII
http://www.government.pn/PnRegistry/dispute.htm
http://www.government.pn/PnRegistry/PnRegistry.htm
http://www.government.pn/PnRegistry/policies.htm

Poland

Typical SLDs for businesses:
Restrictions:

Whois Link:

ASCII / IDN:

DRP Link:

Registry:

Registration Rules:

.pl, .com.pl

Unrestricted

http://www.dns.pl/cgi-bin/en_whois.pl

Both

http://www.dns.pl/english/disputes.html
http://www.dns.pl/english
http://www.dns.pl/english/regulations20151201.html

Portugal

Typical SLDs for businesses:
Restrictions:

Whois Link:

ASCII / IDN:

DRP Link:

Registry:

Registration Rules:

.pt, .com.pt

Unrestricted

http://www.dns.pt/en/tools/whois

Both
https://www.dns.pt/en/domains-2/domain-rules/chapter-vi/
http://www.dns.pt
https://www.dns.pt/en/domains-2/domain-rules/chapter-i/

Puerto Rico

Typical SLDs for businesses:
Restrictions:

Whois Link:

ASCII / IDN:

DRP Link:

Registry:

Registration Rules:

.pr, .com.pr
Unrestricted

https://www.nic.pr/whois.asp

Both
https://www.icann.org/resources/pages/help/dndr/udrp-en
http://www.nic.pr

https://www.nic.pr/registrationAgree.asp

Typical SLDs for businesses:
Restrictions:

Whois Link:

ASCII / IDN:

DRP Link:

Special Requirements / Notes:
Registry:

Registration Rules:

.qa, .com.qa, a8,

Restrictions vary

http://www.domains.qa/en/whois

Varies

http://lwww.domains.qa/en/policies

For .com.qa - Local company required and domain has to be based on local trade mark.
http://domains.qa

http://www.domains.qa/en/policies

Typical SLDs for businesses:
Restrictions:

Whois Link:

ASCII/ IDN:

DRP Link:

Special Requirements / Notes:

Registry:
Registration Rules:

re

Semi-Restricted
https://www.afnic.fr/en/products-and-services/services/whois/
Both

https://www.afnic.fr/en/dispute-resolution/

Domain names with the .re extension are available to any European company or individual residing within the

European Union as well as in Switzerland, Norway, Iceland and Liechtenstein.
http://www.nic.re
https://www.afnic.frimedias/documents/Cadre_legal/afnic-naming-policy-2014-12-08.pdf
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Romania

Typical SLDs for businesses:
Restrictions:

Whois Link:

ASCII / IDN:

DRP Link:

Registry:

Registration Rules:

.ro, .com.ro
Unrestricted
http://www.rotld.ro/engleza/index_en.html
Both
http://www.rotld.ro/engleza/index_en.html
http://www.rotld.ro/engleza/index_en.html
http://www.rotld.ro/engleza/index_en.html

Russian Federation

Typical SLDs for businesses:
Restrictions:

Whois Link:

ASCII / IDN:

DRP Link:

Registry:

Registration Rules:

.ru, .com.ru, .pg

Unrestricted

http://www.cctld.ru/en/domains/whois.php

Varies
http://www.cctld.ru/en/domains/domens_ru/registration.php
http://www.cctld.ru/en
http://www.cctld.ru/en/docs/rules.php

Rwanda

Typical SLDs for businesses:
Restrictions:

Whois Link:

ASCII / IDN:

DRP Link:

Registry:

Registration Rules:

W
Unrestricted
http://www.ricta.org.rw
ASCII

http://www.ricta.org.rw/IMG/pdfiregistry_registrar_contract.pdf

http://www.ricta.org.rw

http://www.ricta.org.rw/IMG/pdfiregistry_registrar_contract.pdf

Saint Helena

Typical SLDs for businesses:
Restrictions:

Whois Link:

ASCII / IDN:

DRP Link:

Registry:

Registration Rules:

.sh

Unrestricted
https://www.nic.sh/whois-search.htm
Both
https://my.nic.sh/legal/legal_dispute.html
http://www.nic.sh
https://www.nic.sh/policy.htm

Saint Kitts and Nevis

Typical SLDs for businesses:
Restrictions:

Whois Link:

ASCII / IDN:

Registry:

.kn, .com.kn

Unrestricted
http://whois.nic.kn/whois.jsp
ASCII

http://www.nic.kn

Saint Lucia

Typical SLDs for businesses:
Restrictions:

Whois Link:

ASCII / IDN:

DRP Link:

Registry:

Registration Rules:

e, .com.lc, .co.lc

Unrestricted
http://www.nic.lc/whois.htm

ASCII
http://www.nic.lc/dispute-policy.htm
http://www.nic.lc
http://www.nic.Ic/rules.htm

Saint Pierre And Miquelon

Typical SLDs for businesses:
Restrictions:

Whois Link:

ASCII/ IDN:

DRP Link:

Special Requirements / Notes:

Registry:
Registration Rules:
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.pm

Semi-Restricted
https:/www.afnic.frlen/products-and-services/services/whois/
Both

https://www.afnic.fr/en/dispute-resolution/

The registrant and the administrative contacts must be located within the territory of one of the member states
of the European Union; or, within the territory of the following countries: Iceland, Liechtenstein, Norway and Switzerland.

https://www.afnic.fr

https://www.afnic.frimedias/documents/Cadre_legal/afnic-naming-policy-2014-12-08.pdf
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Saint Vincent And
The Grenadines

Typical SLDs for businesses:
Restrictions:

Whois Link:

ASCII / IDN:

Registry:

Registration Rules:

Typical SLDs for businesses:
Restrictions:

Whois Link:

ASCII / IDN:

DRP Link:

Special Requirements / Notes:
Registry:

Registration Rules:

Typical SLDs for businesses:
Restrictions:

Whois Link:

ASCII / IDN:

DRP Link:

Registry:

Registration Rules:

Sao Tome And Principe

Typical SLDs for businesses:
Restrictions:

Whois Link:

ASCII / IDN:

Registry:

Registration Rules:

Saudi Arabia

Typical SLDs for businesses:
Restrictions:

Whois Link:

ASCII/ IDN:

DRP Link:

Special Requirements / Notes:

Registry:
Registration Rules:

Senegal

Typical SLDs for businesses:
Restrictions:

Whois Link:

ASCII / IDN:

DRP Link:

Special Requirements / Notes:
Registry:

Registration Rules:

Typical SLDs for businesses:
Restrictions:

Whois Link:

ASCII / IDN:

DRP Link:

Registry:

Registration Rules:

.VC, .COM.VC
Unrestricted
http://www.afilias-grs.info/public/whois_search

ASCII
http://www.afilias-grs.info/vc-st-vincent-and-grenadines
http://www.afilias-grs.info/vc-st-vincent-and-grenadines

WS, .COm.Ws
Restrictions vary

https://www.website.ws/utilities/lookup.dhtml

Both

https://www.website.ws/faq

For .com.ws - Alocal registrant and a local administrative contact required.
http://www.website.ws

http://www.website.ws

.sm

Unrestricted

http://whois.nic.sm

ASCII
http://www.nic.sm/index.php?pag=regolamento&lang=EN
http://www.nic.sm
http://www.nic.sm/index.php?pag=regolamento

st

Unrestricted

http://www.nic.st

ASCII

http://www.nic.st
http://www.nic.st/terms_of_service

83, .00M.8a, 433 gaull.
Restricted

http://nic.salen/view/whois

Varies

http:/nic.sa/en/view/objections_guide

Alocal registrant is required, or the registrant must own a registered local trade mark. A local administrative
contact is required. A National trade mark must be used as the basis for registration.

The domain chosen must exactly match the registrant company name or one of their trade marks.
http://www.nic.net.sa

http://www.nic.sa/en/cat/rules

.sn, .com.sn

Restricted

http://www.nic.sn/index.php/joomla-pages-2/public/whois

ASCII

http://www.nic.sn/index.php/about/charte

The domain chosen must match or be similar to the registrant company name or one of their products.
http://www.nic.sn

http://www.nic.sn/index.php/about/charte

IS, .co.rs, .cpb, .np.cpb

Unrestricted

https://www.rnids.rs/en/whois

Varies
https://www.rnids.rs/en/domains/resolution-domain-name-disputes
http://www.rnids.rs/en
https://www.rnids.rs/en/national-domains/registering-national-domains
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Seychelles

Typical SLDs for businesses:
Restrictions:

Whois Link:

ASCII / IDN:

DRP Link:

Registry:

Registration Rules:

.SC, .COM.SC
Unrestricted
http://www.afilias-grs.info/public/whois_search
ASCII

http://www.nic.sc/en/forms/Uniform-Domain-Name-Dispute-Resolution-Policy.pdf

http://www.nic.sc/en/home.html
http://www.nic.sc/en/policies.html

Sierra Leone

Typical SLDs for businesses:
Restrictions:

Whois Link:

ASCII/ IDN:

DRP Link:

Registry:

Registration Rules:

sl, .com.sl

Unrestricted

https://www.nic.sl/domain

ASCII
http://www.icann.org/en/udrp/udrp.htm
https://www.nic.sl/domain
https://www.nic.sl/domain/html/rules

Singapore

Typical SLDs for businesses:
Restrictions:

Whois Link:

ASCII / IDN:

DRP Link:

Special Requirements / Notes:
Registry:

Registration Rules:

.89, .com.sg, FMME, &Imsliuogf
Semi-Restricted

http://www.sgnic.sg

Varies
https://www.sgnic.sg/overview-2.html

Alocal registrant and a local administrative contact required.

http://www.sgnic.sg
https://www.sgnic.sg/pdf/rppg_15eee.pdf?sfvrsn=2

Sint Maarten

Typical SLDs for businesses:
Restrictions:

Whois Link:

ASCII/ IDN:

DRP Link:

Registry:

Registration Rules:

X
Unrestricted

http://whois.registry.sx

ASCII

http://www.registry.sx/inc/pdfs/UDRP.pdf
http://www.registry.sx
http:/lwww.registry.sx/inc/pdfs/SX_Policies_172.pdf

v ® O ©

Slovakia

Typical SLDs for businesses:
Restrictions:

Whois Link:

ASCII/ IDN:

DRP Link:

Special Requirements / Notes:

Registry:
Registration Rules:

sk

Semi-Restricted
http://whois.sk-nic.sk/index.jsp
ASCII
https://sk-nic.sk/en/rules

Applicants can be located anywhere, but a postal address in any of the European Union member states, or a state
within the European Economic Area, or a member state of the European Free Trade Association is required.

https://www.sk-nic.sk
https://sk-nic.sk/en/rules

Slovenia

Typical SLDs for businesses:
Restrictions:

Whois Link:

ASCII/ IDN:

DRP Link:

Registry:

Registration Rules:

Si

Unrestricted
http://www.registry.si/whois.html?no_cache=1
Both

https://www.register.si/domains/domain-name-disputes-adr/what-are-domain-disputes/?lang=en_US

http://www.registry.si

https://www.register.si/wp-content/uploads/2016/08/general-terms.pdf

Solomon Islands

Typical SLDs for businesses:
Restrictions:

Whois Link:

ASCII / IDN:

DRP Link:

Registry:

Registration Rules:
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.sb, .com.sb

Unrestricted
http://whois.coccaregistry.org/whois.jsp
ASCII
https://nic.net.sb/sb/SB-RA-NOV-2011.pdf
http://www.nic.net.sb
https://nic.net.sb/policy.html
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Gazetteer of ccTLD registries continued...

Typical SLDs for businesses:
Restrictions:

Whois Link:

ASCII / IDN:

Registry:

.80, .COM.SO
Unrestricted
http://www.nic.so
ASCII
http://www.nic.so

South Africa

Typical SLDs for businesses:
Restrictions:

Whois Link:

ASCII / IDN:

DRP Link:

Registry:

Registration Rules:

.c0.za
Unrestricted

https://www.registry.net.za/whois

ASCII
https://www.zadna.org.za/content/page/what-constitutes-a-dispute/
https://www.zadna.org.za/
https://www.zadna.org.za/content/page/policies/

South Georgia And
The South Sandwich Islands

Typical SLDs for businesses:
Restrictions:

Whois Link:

ASCII / IDN:

DRP Link:

Registry:

Registration Rules:

.gs

Unrestricted
http://whois.coccaregistry.org/whois.jsp

ASCII

http://cocca.org.nz

http://cocca.org.nz
https://cocca.org.nz/GS/GS-RA-NOV-2011.pdf

Typical SLDs for businesses:
Restrictions:

Whois Link:

ASCII / IDN:

DRP Link:

Registry:

Registration Rules:

s, .com.es
Unrestricted
http://www.dominios.es/dominios/en/busca-tu-dominio
Both

http://www.dominios.es/dominios/en/todo-lo-que-necesitas-saber/sobre-registros-de-dominios/recuperacion-de-dominios

http://www.dominios.es/dominios

http://www.dominios.es/dominios/en/todo-lo-que-necesitas-saber/normativa

Sri Lanka

Typical SLDs for businesses:
Restrictions:

Whois Link:

ASCII / IDN:

DRP Link:

Registry:

Registration Rules

Ik, .com.lk, . @02, .QevmiEHm

Unrestricted

https://www.domains.lk/domainsearch/

Varies
http://nic.lk/index.php/policies-procedures/domain-registration-policy
http://www.nic.lk
http://nic.lk/index.php/policies-procedures/domain-registration-policy

Typical SLDs for businesses:
Restrictions:

ASCII / IDN:

Registry:

Registration Rules:

.sd, .com.sd

Unrestricted

ASCII

http://www.isoc.sd
http://wwe.domains.sd/sites/default/files/english.pdf

Typical SLDs for businesses:
Restrictions:

Whois Link:

ASCII / IDN:

DRP Link:

Registry:

Registration Rules:

.81
Unrestricted
https://www.register.sr/domainchecker.php
ASCII

https://www.register.sr/terms/
http://www.register.sr
https://www.register.sr/terms/
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Typical SLDs for businesses:
Restrictions:

Whois Link:

ASCII / IDN:

DRP Link:

Registry:

Registration Rules:

.c0.5Z
Restricted

ASCII
http://www.sispa.org.sz/index.php/terms-and-conditions
Alocal registrant is required.

http://www.sispa.org.sz
http://www.sispa.org.sz/index.php/terms-and-conditions

Typical SLDs for businesses:
Restrictions:

Whois Link:

ASCII/ IDN:

DRP Link:

Registry:

Registration Rules:

se
Unrestricted
https://www.iis.se/english/domains/free/?q=

Both

https://www.iis.se/english/domains/adr
https:/lwww.iis.se/english
https:/lwww.iis.se/docs/Registreringsvillkor_eng.pdf

Typical SLDs for businesses:
Restrictions:

Whois Link:

ASCII / IDN:

DRP Link:

Registry:

Registration Rules:

.ch

Unrestricted
https://www.nic.ch/reg/en/ds03/whois/index
Both

https://www.nic.ch/en/terms/disputes/
https://www.nic.ch/
https://www.nic.ch/terms/

Syrian Arab Republic

Typical SLDs for businesses:
Restrictions:

Whois Link:

ASCII/ IDN:

Special Requirements / Notes:
Registry:

Registration Rules:

SY, .COM.SY, &  gus.

Restricted

http://tid.sy

Varies

Alocal administrative contact required.
http://tid.sy
http://tld.sy/index.php/2012-11-28-11-52-03/80--1

*

I

Taiwan, Province Of China

Typical SLDs for businesses:
Restrictions:

Whois Link:

ASCII / IDN:

DRP Link:

Registry:

Registration Rules:

Aw, com.tw, . B, A

Unrestricted

http://www.twnic.net/index2.php

Varies
http://www.twnic.net/english/dn/dn_04.htm
http://www.twnic.net.tw/index2.php
http://www.twnic.net.tw/english/dn/policyb.pdf

Tajikistan

Typical SLDs for businesses:
Restrictions:

Whois Link:

ASCII/ IDN:

DRP Link:

Registry:

Registration Rules:

1, .com.tj, .co.fj

Unrestricted
http://www.nic.tj/whois.html
ASCII
http://www.nic.{j/policy9.html
http://www.nic.tj/indexen.html
http://www.nic.{j/policy.html

Tanzania, United Republic Of

Typical SLDs for businesses:
Restrictions:

Whois Link:

ASCII / IDN:

DRP Link:

Special Requirements / Notes:
Registry:

Registration Rules:
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.co.tz

Semi-Restricted
https://tznic.or.tz/index.php/en/domains/search-for-a-domain
ASCII
https://www.tznic.or.tz/index.php/en/domains/dispute-resolutions
Alocal administrative contact is required.

http://www.tznic.or.tz

http://karibu.tz/index.php/learn
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Gazetteer of ccTLD registries continued...

Tanzania, United Republic Of

Typical SLDs for businesses:
Restrictions:

Whois Link:

ASCII/ IDN:

Special Requirements / Notes:

DRP Link:
Registry:
Registration Rules:

th, .co.th, Iny gsfa.lny

Restricted
https://www.thnic.co.th/index.php?page=whois
Varies

For .th - registrations are made available for limited periods of time. The last was from 25 April 2017 to 5 June 2017.

We anticipate availability at a similar time each year. Please check with your registrar for availability.

For .co.th - Alocal registrant is required, or the registrant must own a registered local trade mark. A National trade mark must

be used as the basis for registration. The domain chosen must exactly match the registrant company name or one of their trade
marks, or be an abbreviation of the company name. For .Ina - Copy of Business License in Thailand including a full address
and phone number OR Thai trade mark with no local address needed OR trade mark from country other than Thailand with local
representative office (local representative office uses trade mark register. For .g57a.1n - Alocal registrant is required or a

registered trade mark.

Domain name must match company name or its abbreviation or trade mark (trade mark may not be abbreviated/extended).

For trade marks registered outside of Thailand, a local representative in Thailand is required.

https://www.thnic.co.th/en/policy2556
https://www.thnic.co.th/en/home
https://www.thnic.co.th/en/policy2556

Timor-Leste

Typical SLDs for businesses: I, .com.l
Restrictions:  Unrestricted
Whois Link:  http://whois.coccaregistry.org/whois.jsp
ASCII/IDN:  ASCII
DRP Link: https:/nic.tl/#three
Registry: http://www.nic.tl
Typical SLDs for businesses:  .tg
Restrictions:  Restricted
Whois Link:  http://www.nic.tg
ASCII/IDN:  ASCII
DRP Link: https:/nic.tg/charte-de-nommage/
Special Requirements / Notes:  Alocal registrant is required.
Registry:  http://www.nic.tg

Registration Rules:

https://nic.tg/charte-de-nommage/

Tokelau

Typical SLDs for businesses:
Restrictions:

Whois Link:

ASCII / IDN:

DRP Link:

Registry:

Registration Rules:

tk

Unrestricted

http://www.dot.tk/en/whois.html

ASCII
https://www.icann.org/resources/pages/policy-2012-02-25-en
http://www.dot.tk
http://www.freenom.com/en/termsandconditions.html

Tonga

Typical SLDs for businesses:
Restrictions:

Whois Link:

ASCII / IDN:

Registry:

Registration Rules:

to

Unrestricted
http://www.tonic.to/newname.htm
Both

http://www.tonic.to
http://www.tonic.to/fag.htm

Trinidad And Tobago

Typical SLDs for businesses:
Restrictions:

Whois Link:

ASCII / IDN:

DRP Link:

Registry:

Registration Rules:

A, .com.tt, .co.tt

Unrestricted

https://www.nic.tt/cgi-bin/search.pl

ASCII
https://www.icann.org/resources/pages/help/dndr/udrp-en
https://www.nic.tt/

http://www.nic.tt/agreement.shtml
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Tunisia

Typical SLDs for businesses:
Restrictions:

Whois Link:

ASCII / IDN:

DRP Link:

Special Requirements / Notes:
Registry:

Registration Rules:

An, .com.tn, i 6.

Semi-Restricted

http://whois.ati.tn

Varies

http://www.registre.tn/upload/files/Reglement_arbitrage_FR_24052012.pdf

Alocal representative is required.

http://www.registre.tn/en/index.php
http://www.registre.tn/upload/files/Charte_de_nommage_%28%20tn%29_11052011_EN.pdf

Turkey

Typical SLDs for businesses:
Restrictions:

Whois Link:

ASCII / IDN:

DRP Link:

Special Requirements / Notes:
Registry:

Registration Rules:

.com.tr, .gen.tr

Restrictions vary

https://www.nic.tr

Both
https://www.nic.tr/forms/eng/policies.pdf

For .com.tr - Alocal registrant is required, or the registrant must own a registered local trade mark.

https://www.nic.tr/index.php
https://www.nic.tr/forms/eng/policies.pdf

Turkmenistan

Typical SLDs for businesses:
Restrictions:

Whois Link:

ASCII / IDN:

DRP Link:

Registry:

Registration Rules:

m

Unrestricted
http://www.nic.tm/whois.html
Both
http://www.nic.tm/dres.html
http://www.nic.tm
https://www.nic.tm/terms.html

Turks And Caicos Islands

Typical SLDs for businesses:
Restrictions:

Whois Link:

ASCII / IDN:

DRP Link:

Registry:

Registration Rules:

tc

Unrestricted
https://www.nic.tc/domain-whois

ASCII
http://www.wipo.int/amc/en/domains
https://www.nic.tc
https://www.nic.tc/terms-and-conditions
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Tuvalu

Typical SLDs for businesses:
Restrictions:

Whois Link:

ASCII / IDN:

DRP Link:

Registry:

Registration Rules:

v

Unrestricted
https://www.verisign.com/en_US/domain-names/whois/index.xhtml
Both

https://www.icann.org/resources/pages/dndr-2012-02-25-en
http://www.tv

I

https://www.verisign.com/en_US/channel-resources/become-a-registrar/verisign-domain-registrar/domain-registration/index.xhtml

Uganda

Typical SLDs for businesses:
Restrictions:

Whois Link:

ASCII / IDN:

DRP Link:

Registry:

Registration Rules:

.ug, .co.ug
Unrestricted

http://whois.co.ug/

ASCII
http://i3c.co.ug/uniform-domain-name-dispute-resolution/
https://registry.co.ug/

https://i3c.co.ugle-commerce/

Typical SLDs for businesses:
Restrictions:

Whois Link:

ASCII/ IDN:

Special Requirements / Notes:

Registry:
Registration Rules:
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.ua, .com.ua, .ykp
Restrictions vary
https://hostmaster.ua/?domadv
Varies

For .ua - A National trade mark must be used as the basis for registration. The domain chosen must exactly

match a trade mark owned by the registrant.
http://hostmaster.ua
https://hostmaster.ua/policy/2ld.ua
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Gazetteer of ccTLD registries continued...

United Arab Emirates

Typical SLDs for businesses:
Restrictions:

Whois Link:

ASCII / IDN:

DRP Link:

Registry:

Registration Rules:

ae, ol Lyl
Unrestricted

https://www.tra.gov.ae/aedalen/who-is.aspx

Varies

file:///C:/Users/New%20user/Downloads/AEDA-POL-014a-v1.1-UAE_Domain_Name_Dispute_Resolution_Policy.pdf
https://www.tra.gov.ae/aeda/en/home.aspx
https://www.tra.gov.ae/aeda/en/aeda-policies.aspx

United Kingdom

Typical SLDs for businesses:
Restrictions:

Whois Link:

ASCII / IDN:

DRP Link:

Registry:

Registration Rules:

.uk, .co.uk

Unrestricted
http://www.nominet.uk/whois
ASCII

https://www.nominet.uk/resources/policy/policies-rules/#registrationterms

http://www.nominet.uk

https://www.nominet.uk/resources/policy/policies-rules/#registrationterms

United States

Typical SLDs for businesses:
Restrictions:

Whois Link:

ASCII / IDN:

DRP Link:

Special Requirements / Notes:
Registry:

Registration Rules:

.us

Semi-Restricted
http://www.about.us/
ASCII

http://www.about.us/policies/ustld-dispute-resolution-policy
Local nameservers are required. Connection with the United States is required to register a .us domain.

http://www.about.us/
http://www.about.us/policies

Uruguay

Typical SLDs for businesses:
Restrictions:

Whois Link:

ASCII / IDN:

DRP Link:

Special Requirements / Notes:
Registry:

Registration Rules:

.uy, .com.uy
Semi-Restricted
https://nic.anteldata.com.uy/dns
Both

http://www.rau.edu.uy/rau/dom/arbitrajeregla.htm

Alocal contact address required.
https://www.nic.uy/Registrar
http://www.nic.uy/Registrar/info.htm

Typical SLDs for businesses:
Restrictions:

Whois Link:

ASCII / IDN:

Registry:

Registration Rules:

Su
Unrestricted

http://www.tcinet.ru

Both

http://www.tcinet.ru
http://www.fid.suffiles/su_rules.pdf

Typical SLDs for businesses:
Restrictions:

Whois Link:

ASCII / IDN:

Registry:

Registration Rules:

.Uz, .co.uz, .com.uz
Unrestricted
http://cctld.uz/?lang=eng
ASCII

http://cctld.uz
http://www.cctld.uz/info/polru

Vanuatu

Typical SLDs for businesses:
Restrictions:

Whois Link:

ASCII / IDN:

Registry:

Registration Rules:

U
Unrestricted
http://www.vunic.vu/whoiss/whois.php
ASCII

http://www.vunic.vu
http://www.vunic.vu/terms.php
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Venezuela

Typical SLDs for businesses:
Restrictions:

Whois Link:

ASCII / IDN:

DRP Link:

Registry:

Registration Rules:

.com.ve, .Co.ve
Unrestricted

http://whois.nic.ve

ASCII
http://www.icann.org/en/dndr/udrp/policy.htm
https://solicitudes.nic.ve/
https://solicitudes.nic.ve/

Vietnam

Typical SLDs for businesses:
Restrictions:

Whois Link:

ASCII / IDN:

DRP Link:

Registry:

Registration Rules:

.vn, .com.vn
Unrestricted

http://www.vnnic.vn/en/domain?lang=en

ASCII
http://www.vnnic.vn/en/dispute-resolution-policy?lang=en
http://www.vnnic.vn/en/domain?lang=en
http://www.vnnic.vn/en/domain/regulations?lang=en

Virgin Islands, British

Typical SLDs for businesses:
Restrictions:

Whois Link:

ASCII / IDN:

DRP Link:

Registry:

Registration Rules:

vg
Unrestricted

http://nic.vg/whois.php

ASCII

http://nic.vg/terms.php

http://nic.vg
http://nic.vg/assets/files/new-tac-vg.pdf

Virgin Islands, U.S.

Typical SLDs for businesses:
Restrictions:

Whois Link:

ASCII / IDN:

DRP Link:

Special Requirements / Notes:
Registry:

Registration Rules:

Vi, .com.vi, .co.vi

Restrictions vary

https://secure.nic.vi/whois-lookup

ASCII

http://www.nic.vi/dispute-policy

For .vi - Alocal registrant and a local administrative contact required.
http://www.nic.vi

http://www.nic.vildomain-rules

Wallis And Futuna

Typical SLDs for businesses:
Restrictions:

Whois Link:

ASCII / IDN:

DRP Link:

wf

Semi-Restricted
https://www.afnic.fr/en/products-and-services/services/whois/
Both

https://www.afnic.fr/en/dispute-resolution/

Special Requirements / Notes:  The registrant and the administrative contacts must be located within the territory of one of the member states of the
European Union; or, within the territory of the following countries: Iceland, Liechtenstein, Norway and Switzerland.
https://www.afnic.fr

https://www.afnic.fr/medias/documents/Cadre_legal/afnic-naming-policy-2014-12-08.pdf

Registry:
Registration Rules:

Yemen

Typical SLDs for businesses:  .ye, .com.ye
Restrictions:  Semi-Restricted
Whois Link:  http://www.yemen.net.ye/default2.aspx
ASCII/IDN:  ASCII
Special Requirements / Notes:  Alocal administrative contact is required.
Registry:  http://www.yemen.net.ye/default2.aspx

Typical SLDs for businesses:  .co.zm
Restrictions: Restricted
Whois Link:  http://whois.nic.zm/whois.jsp
ASCII/IDN:  ASCII
Special Requirements / Notes: A local registrant is required: registrant must be a local company or citizen.
Registry: https://registry.zicta.zm/login.jsp
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Typical SLDs for businesses:
Restrictions:

Whois Link:

ASCII / IDN:

DRP Link:

Special Requirements / Notes:
Registry:

Registration Rules:

.0.ZW
Unrestricted

http://www.zispa.org.zw

ASCII

http://www.zispa.org.zw
http://www.zispa.org.zw
http://www.zispa.org.zw/terms_cond.html
http://zispa.org.zw/terms_and_conditions.html
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Business Intelligence
& Domain Insights

Tracking and managing a large portfolio of domain
names is challenging. A comprehensive audit of your
domain portfolios to assess the health of your
registrations will help. Benchmark against your
competitors, identify infringers at the margins, lapse
unneeded domains and fill gaps in coverage.

For expert advice, contact experts@comlaude.com

People say:
"Probably the best domain name company in the world"
- Legal Business Magazine

“Our key purchase criterion is trust. Absolutely number one.
It is important to know that our provider Com Laude
has our company’s interests at heart.”

www.comlaude.com | www.valideus.com



Com Laude Group

is the most trusted
provider of domain
and registry
management services
to IP professionals in
the world

e Experts in risk minimisation
e World beating automation
e Cost-effective strategic advice

People say:

“Anyone who is serious about corporate domain management
would have to seriously consider Com Laude”.

“Valideus has more connections than the other players. They
also have more knowledge, both in terms of ICANN'’s regulations
and advice on how to use .brand gTLDS in the future. The other
service providers just don’t have this level of knowledge, nor are
they as helpful’.

“l want to give them top marks on everything".
“They are trusted and effective because they are very client

focussed. They are a natural fit for a large global brand
because of their insight and forward thinking”.

www.comlaude.com | www.valideus.com

Head Office: 28-30 Little Russell Street, London WC1A 2HN, UK T: +44 (0) 20 7421 8250
Offices in UK, USA, Spain and Japan
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